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AMERICAN INSTITUTE OF ELECTRICAL
ENGINEERS.

AxwvarL MEETING.

May 17th, 1887.

The Annual Meeting was called to order at the house of the
American Society of Civil Engineers, 127 East 23d Street, New
York, at 8.45 P. M., by the President of the Institute, Mr. Frank
L. Pope.

Tar Presient :—We have met this evening to hold the fourth -
annual meeting of the American Institute of Electrical Engineers,
for the election of officers for the ensuing year and the trans-
action of any other business that may come before the meeting.
The first thing on the order of business is the reading of the re-

" ports. The Secretary, I think, has his report ready.

Carrainy O. E. MicraeLs :—Might it not perhaps save time
if a motion were now made to appoint a committee to select
names to present for the vacant offices, so that they might retire
and make up their list and present it when the time comes ?

Tae Presment:—I will accept that as a motion if any mem-
ber will second it.

The motion was seconded and carried. _

Tre Prestoent:—] will appoint on that Committee, Captain
O. E. Michaelis, Mr. Geo. M. Phelps, Jr.,, and Mr. Joseph
Wetzler. ‘

Tae SucRETARY :—Mr. President, before the Committee with-
draws I will read a list of the retiring officers for their information.
The retiring officers, according to the by-laws, are, F. L. Pope,
President; F. W. Jones and D. H. Bates, Vice-presidents, who
retire according to the by-laws by the expiration of their terms
of office; Mr. T. D. Lockwood, elected vice-president last year
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There still remains upon the roll, however, the usual percentage
of delinquents, most of whom joined during the enthusiasm of
organization, and, who having since lost interest in the welfare of
the Institute, are practically of no benefit to it. The Institute
having now apparently passed the critical period in its existence
and attained a recognized scientific standing at home and abroad,
far in advance of all other strictly electrical associations in the
country, membership in it is correspondingly appreciated.

It is the only association, national in its character, which brings
into the arena of discussion all branches of electrical research, and
it may be added that in none of them are such subjects so thor-
oughly and intelligently treated, and so accurately recorded, and
published for the information of absent members, as well as for
future reference. To build up such an organization; to secure
the active support of patient, zealous workers, until it attains full
recognition, as a worthy public institution is a difficult undertak-
ing; and that we have reached our third anniversary with bright
prospects for the future is a very encouraging fact. ‘

Two previous reports have directed your attention to the im-
portance of holding more frequent meetings, in order to awaken
and maintain interest in the welfare of the Institute, which it was
feared might lose ground, unless opportunities were offered for
occasional gatherings during the year.  Acting upon these sug-

estions, four meetings have been held since the 18th of May,

1886. The proceedings of these meetings were very fully reported
in the electrical journals, and were also copied in foreign electrical
periodicals. They have been beneficial to the Institute in various
ways, and it is to be hoped that our members will contribute dur-
ing the coming year a sufficient number of papers to enable us to
hold at least eight similar meetings.

Nothing whatever has been accomplished toward securing
permanent quarters, and this is perhaps the most serious ob-
stacle which remains to be overcome. The continued courtesy
of the American Society of Civil Engineers in granting us the
use of their rooms for our Council and general meetings, while
most heartily appreciated, does not satisfy the natural desire for a
home of our own, and until this end is attained, it is hardly pos-
sible that the full benefit of organization can be realized. The
receipts of the year were $1,082.80, being $107.55 in excess of
the previous year, while the expenses have been about $200 less,
leaving an apparent balance in the treasury of about $400, after
all obligations are paid. As our receipts are now greater than
our expenses, this surplus ought not to be reduced. The present
condition of our affairs is such that I believe a much better show-
ing may be made during the coming year, and I see no reason
why we should not move forward with confidence toward attain-
ing that most desirable achievement in the history of any similar
society—a permanent record of scientific papers and discussions
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Mgr. T. C. Martin:—I move that the list of members. who

have paid their dues which is appended to the Secretary’
be taken as read. ’ HE report

The motion was carried. )
' Mz. Marrin:—I have a list of members in my hand. I think
it would be well before we proceed to the election of officers
to have the names of all the members in good standing read.
Tre Prustoext :—If you will wait a moment, Mr. Martin, we
will see what action is taken on the Secretary’s report. ,
Capraxy MicraELIs :i—I'move that the report be accepted and
printed in the transactions. ’
The motion is carried.
. Tre Presmunt :—The Treasurer has failed to file any report
in time for action by the meeting and we shall have to depend
for knowledge of the state of our finances on information that the
Secrétary has kindly collected for us.

The Secretary then read the list of members.

.THE SecrETARY :—I might say, in regard to this list, that I
Tms%led to avail myself of the opportunity to send it out with the
invitations to the collation this afternoon, and in order to do that
I had no time to compare it with the records and check it off an(i
I find that T omitted one or two names—the name of E, P.
Thompson, and that of William Lee Church, a recent member,
‘and we have added to-night the following new associate members ’
W. Dwight Wiman, Francis R. Upton, C. L. Edgar, Clarence E.
Stump, J. O. Ellinger, Alexander P. Wright, Otto A. Moses
Lieut. E. Zalinski, United States Army, I. L. Roberts, and Lieut,
W. D. Weaver, United States Navy—ten in all. ’ —

TI.FIE Presmount :—The list of members shows a healthy and
cont.muous growth. I think we may congratulate ourselves on
jche interest that is being taken by the electricians of the country
in the prosperity of the Institute, which is evinced in the best
possible manner by sending their names in as candidates for
membership, and we may congratulate ourselves also on the
quality of the new accessions as well as upon their number. We
are now ready, I believe, to proceed to the election of officers
and Captain Michaelis will read the nominations. ’

Capraiy MicrA®LIs :—The committee appointed to make
nominations have availed themselves of information received
fron-a members. There has been  considerable discussion of the
subject of filling vacancies during the past month—ever since the
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last Council meeting, and their prompt action is due to the fact
that they were well informed in regard to the wishes of the
members, and in suggesting names they have not strictly followed
the idea which is the basis of our constitution with regard to
geographical distribution, but they felt that during the early
years of the society, it would be well to have in the Council,
men who would attend its meetings and be active in forwarding
the interests of the Institute. In regard to one nomination, in
which the feeling was unanimous, they are sorry to have to report
that they could not meet the unanimous wishes of the members
they have come in contact with during the past month, and that
is in regard to the office of President. It has undoubtedly been
the wish of every member of this society, that our present distin-
guished President, would be willing to accept another term; but
he has positively declined, nothwithstanding all influences that
were brought to bear upon him. He will not accept the office
again and his reasons are, namely: what he considers the best
interest of the society. " In the first place, he desires to establish
the precedent that there should be rotation in office and that one
term is sufficient, but I am glad to say that he has consented to
permit his name to be used as a candidate for vice-president.
The committee has therefore nominated for the office of Presi-
dent, a gentleman than whom there is no other one, who has
shown more interest in our progress, or who has done more for
us; we nominate for the office of President, Mr. T. C. Martin;
for Vice-presidents, to fill the full term of two years, Mr. F. L.
Pope, Col. R. R. Hazard and Prof. W. A. Anthony, and to fill
the vacancy for one year, made by the resignation of Mr. Lock-
wood, Prof. Elihu Thomson; for Secretary it is needless to state
the committee’s nominee—our present incumbent, whose able
report we have just listened to with great pleasure, Mr. R. W.
Pope; for Treasurer, the committee has transferred one of the
Managers of the Institute, as the present Treasurer has been
promoted to be Vice-president; we nominate (two of the commit-
tee do at least,) to that office, Mr. George M. Phelps, Jr.; for
Managers, Messrs. Schuyler S. Wheeler, Joseph Wetzler, A. C.
Fowler and William Lee Church, and for the unexpired term
created by the transfer of Mr. Phelps to the treasurership, Mr.
Edward P. Thompson.

Tur PresipEnt:—You have heard the nominations brought in
by the committee. Any further nominations are now in order.
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A MzevsEr :—I move that the nominations be closed.

The motion was carried. :

TrE PrEsipEsT :—We are now ready to proceed to the election.

Mz. Paeres:—I do not know whether it is necessary to make
& motion, but if it is, I would move that two tellers or serutineers
be appointed.

Caprain Micuarrss :—The Constitution provides for that.

Mr. Werzrer :—1I think as there is only one set of nominations
the matter might be expedited by requesting the Secretary to cast
the vote of the Institute. I make the motion that the Secretary
cast the vote of the Institute. e

Mr. Marirovx:—I second the motion.

Tar SeorErary :—It requires unanimous consent to do that,

Mr. Preres:—Would not the .Proper procedure be for the
Secretary to cast a separate vote for each name ? Would it be
proper to lump the whole Council and everything together‘?

Tar SecrEraRy :—1It appears to me it is a matter of prece-
dent. So farasIam concerned, I would like to see the ballots
taken -separately for the vice-presidents in a lump, and the man-
agers in a lump, or else for each one individually. If there is no
objection made, we can go on and elect them all in a lump by
ballot, I suppose. ' .

Mz. WaeeLer:—Tt seems to me as if that might bring up
some question about the legality of the election, but to expedite
that, how would it do to pass the sheet around and have each one
of us declare that it is his ballot ?

. Carrary Mronasris:—I find that the committee on nomina-
tions has made a mistake in regard to two officers. The Consti-
tution declares that vacancies shall be filled by the Couneil, so
that the committee will have to withdraw the nomination of Pl"of.ﬂ
Thomson for Vice-President, and for Manager, Mr. Edward P
Thompson. -

Tre Presment :—That can be done without any action on the
part of the meeting.

Carraty Micariis :—1 second Mr. Wetzler’s motion, Mr. Pre-
sident, that the Secretary cast the ballot for the members. Did I

understand Mr. Wetzler that he wished to cast his ballot for the
whole ticket ?

Mr. WerzLer :—Yes, sir.
The motion was carried.

THI'E PresmENT:—There can be no question as to the legality
of it, if no one objects. '
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Tae SecreTARY :—Do I understand now that the meeting is
not competent to fill these vacancies and that the nominations to
fill them shall be stricken out ?

Tae Presmext:—Yes, and that they should be withdrawn
and filled by the Council. I will appoint as tellers to receive this
ballot, Mr. Wheeler and Mr. Shelbourne.

The Secretary deposited the ballot with Mr. Shelbourne, as
teller, who thereupon announced the names of the persons elected.

Tue PresipEsT :(—Gentlemen, you have heard the names of.
candidates selected, as announced, and I hereby declare them
elected.

‘We are now ready, I suppose, for any other business.

M=z. Mariroux :—I think it would be well that the names of
the officers still holding office should appear in the list. If it is
necessary, I would like to make a motion to that effect, that when
the names of the officers are published, that the full list be in-
cluded, so that members and others, and the publie, shall know
the entire list of officers of the Institute.

TrE Presipent:—I think the motion is hardly necessary, Mr.
Mailloux, 1 will instruct the Secretary to have that done.

TrE SEorETARY :— Would it not be well to have it understood
that we will hold a meeting of the Council after the adjournment
of this meeting to fill those vacancies and have the whole business
completed ¢ :

Mg. Paures:—I have a resolution to offer. We have all read
in the able report of the Secretary the remarks which he has made
in respect to our want of habitation, and the fact that we are
still indebted to the kindness, but at the same time charity, of
others, for a roof over our heads when we get together. It is
not disagreeable to come to the house of the civil engineers—it is
always a pleasure; but at the same time we would all be happier
and the society would be more useful, if we had our own roof;
and the desire for that is very general, and some of us are of the
opinion that we are better able to accomplish something in that
line than we have thought we were. If we would really put our

hands to it and undertake it seriously, and with the view of hav-
ing it done at once, I would offer a resolution, in the hope that it
will bring out an expres$ion of opinion and a favorable vote:

Resolwed, That in view of the general interest evinced for three
years past by members in proposals for some permaoment quarters

for the Institute, that & commitiee be appointed at this meeting
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2o report at the meeting to-morrow on the best Pplan to be adopted
and the sum necessary for the purpose named.

The resolution was seconded.

Mk. SerrBoURNE :—I should like to say that, as' T understand it
a committee has been appointed and now exists, as just suggested
to me, and as my memory serves, for that Very purpose—a com-
mittee on permanent quarters. I think that committee was ap-
pointed more than a year ago, if not two years ago.

Mr. Marrin:—Three years ago.

Mz. SHELBOURNE :— Yes ; and I should like to know what that
committee has been doing all this time, and who composed it.

Mgr. Marrin:—I was present at the last meeting of the Council,
Mzr. President, and the committee in question had no report to
make, and as I understand it, this is not any usurpation of the
functions of that committes. Tt is appointing a new committee
to start in afresh and to make a record, which the other did not
do. I am not aware that the other committee has any status.

Carray Mromagris :—Discharge the other committee,

Mz. Martin:—Tt expires, sir.

Me. SpELBOURNE:—The point is quite pertinent, but in gener-
al I understand that that committee holds on from this day forth.

Mz. Prgres:—1In point of fact that question has been out of
the hands of the committee more than.a year.

CapraNy MicHAELIS :—Put in the word “ new ;7 that will settle
it. :

‘Tre Presoent:—With your permission, Mr. Phelps, I will
make the change. _

Mr. SarrBoURNE :—1 do not like to see things duplicated. Tt
is proper that when a committee is_appointed for any purpose,
before any other committee is appointed for the same purpose
that that committee should make a report, or decline, or become
Junctus qfficio in some way. If the committee has not made a
report, or has not declared what it was going to do, or considers
itself as having reported or discharged, or defunct, why then of
course, Mr. Martin’s motion would be proper, but only upon that
statement.

Mz. Marriy :—That committee, if I am not mistaken, Mr.
President, was a committee of the Council, not of this body, and
the Couneil, as master of that proceeding, requires no further ser-
vice from that committee. We are now asking for the appoint-
ment by the chair of a committee out of this body.

Mkz. SHELBOUR'NE i—Then my remarks fall.
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Tar Presment:—I think Mr. Martin is right, that it was a
committee of the Council, and as it does not seem "co have accom-
plished very much, there certainly can be no harm in a committee
of the whole Institute trying to see what it can do.

Mzg. Martivy :—I would like then to withdraw, if in order, that
word “mnew.” It is not a new committee of the Institute at
large ; it is a committee. .

Mg. Prrrps:—I think under that ruling, which seems to be
quite right, if the old committee was a committee of the Council
the resolution had better stand as it did in the first place.

Mg. WerzLEr:—I think we could separate that matter by
making a motion to the effect that the old committee be discharged.

Mr. Magrix :—The record shows that it was a committee of the
Council.

Tae SecrETARY :—I might add that they have made sundry
reports to the Council of different ideas of new buildings put up
that we might occupy but there has been nothing definite done.

The resolution was adopted.

Tae Presmexnt :—I will appoint on that committee Mr. Phelps,
Mr. Martin and Mr. Hamilton.

TrE SEcrETARY :—In conversation with Captain Michaelis this
evening, it appeared to me that he has some ideas about this
question of permanent quarters, which would be of value anfi he
has had a good deal of experience in that direction, and Wh.]le I
do not know if it would be in order to add him to the committee,
yet I should like the committee to receive the benefit of his ex-
perience in the matter. . .

Tae Presipent:—There is no number specified, and I will
therefore add Captain Michaelis to the committee.

Tre SEcrETARY :—In view of the appointment of this com-
mittee on quarters, and also of the fact that the question has come
up among sundry members of the Institute in regard to amalga-
mation, and the bringing in members of another-class, and also

providing for certain other points that are not (?overed by the
rules, I think it would be well to appoint a committee for ﬂl(:é re-
vision of the by-laws to take into consideration those new p()}nts, »
and acting on our experience try to cover them as fully as possible.
I believe it would be for the interests of the Institute if we could
get a working committee by which something could be accom-
plished in the direction of extending the influence of the Institute.

Mgz. Mariroux :—I second that motion.
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TrE SroreTaRY :—I made no motion.

TrE Presroent:—That seems to be an excellent suggestion.

Mr. Marrin :—Might we not have that formulated in some
way ?

Tae Prestoest :—You might put it in the form of a resolution.
The suggestion has been made by some of the members—1I do not
recollect whom—quite recently, that it might be well to establish
a junior membership of the younger men who are entering the
profession and who are enterprising and industrious workers, but
who can hardly afford to pay the regular annual dues of the In-
stitute, and that that membership should have certain restrictions
imposed upon it. They should not be above a certain age, per-
haps, and possibly there might be some other restrictions of a
similar character; and I would suggest, if such a committee is
appointed, it might be well to take that matter into consideration.
It seems to me that we can in that way get quite a large mem-
bership of young men whose fellowship will be of some advant-
age to us, and a great deal of advantage to them, and it will cer-
tainly bring them all into full membership ultimately—every one
of them that is worth having.

TrE SecrETARY :—There was one other point I wished to cover,
providing for monthly meetings. There appears to be no provi-
sion in the rules at present for regularly called meetings. They
must be special meetings, and the general meetings are not pro-
vided for at any special date. Tt has also come to my notice that
there is a field for the establishment of branches of the Institute
in some of the large cities of the country, and if we succeed in
making the home Institute what it should be, a great deal of good
work may be accomplished throughout the country. The electri-
cal interests in other cities are very large, and with a little assist-
ance and advice perhaps, and by providing in the rules for the
establishment of such branches, I think that some good may be
accomplished .in that direction, and I would offer the following
resolution : :

LResolved, That o committee of five be appointed by the Chair
Jor the purpose of revising the rules to provide for extending the
usefulness of the Institute. -

That is all there is to it, but, of course, any members having
any points to suggest, they ean hand them in to the committee.

Mz. PreLes:—To report when ? '

TrE SECRETARY :—At the next meeting.

Mz. Pugres :—To-morrow ¢
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Tar SrcrETARY :—They could hardly revise the by-laws, but
they might make a report covering the points that the rules
should provide for.

Mg. Mariroux :—I think that the whole question is one which
might properly be left to the care of the Council. I do not see
why the Council should not be authorized to look after this mat-
ter, and appoint a committee of its own members to do the work.
The Council meets oftener and has better opportunities to can-
vass these questions and to determine what should be done. Con-
sequently it seems to me that it is a matter coming within its
special province, and if Mr. Phelps has no objection it might be
put in that form by a motion.

Tae Presiornt:—The Chair would suggest that it might be
perhaps a proper way to get at it, for the meeting to authorize
the Council to go on with this work at their discretion. I do not
think that there is anything in the constitution or by-laws to pro-
hibit that being done.

- Capraxy Miomazris:—The constitution provides that the rules
may be amended at any time by a two-thirds vote, provided a notice
be given at the previous meeting, so that the object of having
such a resolution as is offered by the Secretary is to give no-
tice; that is all. T presume if this meeting passed a resolution
directing the Council to adopt such amendments as they might
deem proper, that that would be tantamount to giving them
notice; and so it would be in order at any subsequent meeting
for the Couneil to report, and submit the results of their thought
and study to the Institute for ballot. I think, Mr. President, this
is really a very important subject. - We have once amended our
constitution and devoted some time to it, and like everything else
in the beginning, time shows that we have not done the work, so
that it would meet all possible contingencies. We have had an
example to-night. There is no provision in the constitution for
nominating officers; and there were certain things that occured
this evening that were not pleasant to hear. It is perhaps the
most important function of a society to nominate proper officers,
and that ought to be left to a committee of the society, and that
committee ought to be elected by ballot, rather than appointed,
so that it will represent the body of the society, rather than any
section of it. The other points mentioned by the Secretary, I
think are really very important—this junior class and a great.
many other things, and I cordially support the motion. It really
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makes very little difference whether the Council be instructed to
do it, or whether a committee be appointed by direct vote of the
society. : :

Tae PresioEnt :—I think, perhaps the work could be done as
satisfactorily and as quickly by the Council.

Mgr. WeEELER :—Is there any motion before the house ?

Tre Presment :(—The resolution by the Secretary.

Mz. Marirovx:—I should like to offer my remarks just made
as an amendment to the resolution offered by Mr. Pope, the Sec-
retary. ]

Mz. Preres:—I would suggest that perhaps the simplest and
easiest way to get it into shape, upon which I think we are all
agreed now, would be simply to put this meeting on record as
requesting the Council to take that subject up at an early date,
embracing the points expressed in Mr. Pope’s resolution, if Mr.
Pope would accept that as an addition to his resolution, changing
the form of it slightly. I think that would meet the case.

Mr. WarsLER :—I suggest this amendment: that the Institute
direct the Council to take such steps as they see fit, to increase
the membership and the interest in the Institute and make it
more popular, and to establish a class of junior membership to
enable the Institute to comprehend a great many young men who
would be valuable members who cannot be brought in under the
regular membership. '

MR. Preres:—I suppose, Mr. Chairman, that no final action
upon any amendment, upon any new programme whatever, any
change in our organic law, so to speak, can be made by the Coun-
cil, even under the instruction of the Institute. The Council
will have ‘to report to the Institute. ‘

Tur Presipext:—It will have to be sanctioned by the In-
stitute.

Mgz. WareLer :—The action is to be taken by the Institute, as
I understand, but the thinking has got to be done by the Couneil.
They have got to get out a good programme, and when that is
presented to the Institute, it is generally carried through.

Carrain Micmarris :—I think that this snarl could be unwound
very easily, if the motion was made, that the Council be consti-
tuted a committee to take into consideration constitutional amend-
ments, and that the passage of this resolution be deemed the
proper constitutional notice; I think it will meet all the points.
The Council of its own motion cannot submit amendments under
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the constitution. - You have got to present them at one meeting
and act npon them at another, but you cannot constitute the
Council a committee and deem this appointment of the Council
proper notice of the amendment.

Tue PrEstorxT:—It seems to me that meets the case very well.

Mg. Marrin:—Rule 2 provides for three classes of member-
ship, and rule 8 provides that this rule can be amended at any
regular meeting by a two-thirds vote of the members present,
provided that notice be given, ete. That notice can be given to-
night, and the Council should have it in its hands to regulate,
classify, and mark the limitations of the new class; and also take
in hand those other constitutional amendments.

Carramy Mrcmaguis:——It is well enough to try it, but I really
think it is impracticable. I think that one of the gentlemen pre-
sent will agree with me that when you get to amending the con-
stitution the hours slip by. )

Mg. Preres:—If you will pardon me, Mr. President, I do not
believe that there is any proper way to avoid one distinet provi-
sion—any change in the by-laws or constitution will have to be
presented in full at ome meeting and acted upon at another.
Nothing can substitute that as a notice as far as I can see. The
Council might set to work upon the subject, or be requested to
80 to work, and then report the result of its work at some time,
and then at the next meeting after that it could be adopted, but
the thing has got to be presented and in shape for consideration
during the interval between one meeting and the other.

Mg. Tmomeson:—I would make a motion—it may interfere
with some other motion—that a committee of three be appointed
for the distinet purpose of amending the by-laws. That would
be a great deal of work. It needs the constant energy of two or
three men who can assemble together and take such time as is
needed ; so I would make a motion that a committee of three be
appointed to amend the by-laws. ’

Tar Presoext :-—Mr. Thompson’s motion is substantially the
same as Mr. Pope’s resolution, except that he proposes a committee
of three instead of a committee of five. I believe that neither of
the motions has yet been seconded. '

Mr. Prrrps :—If neither motion has been seconded it is open
to make another one, and therefore I will simply move that the
Council be directed to consider the subject of the revision of the
by-laws, or constitution if necessary, with a view of adding a-class
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of junior members and a general view of increasing the scope and
usefulness of the society.

The motion was carried.

Capray Miomagrs :—I am requested to give notice of the fol-
lowing amendment to our constitution :

The Council shall hawe power to elect junior associates who
shall have been engaged in electrical or cognate industries for one
year. These jumior associates shall not have the privilege of
voting but shall be entitled to be present at meetings, take part in
discussions and receive one copy of the proceedings. They shall
be required to pay one-holf the initiation fee and annual dues.

Mgz. WageLer :—I offer the following amendment to the reso-
lution just read: _

That the title of this class be made juniors, and not junior

LR

associates, amd that the dues be made five dollars a year with copy:

of the transactions, or three dollars without copy of the tramsac-
tions, amd half of the initiation fee of regular members.

The motion was seconded. .

Mz. PrEves:—I suppose this is only a suggestion; we have
nothing to vote upon to-night.

Tar Presmext :—I think you are right, Mr. Phelps.

CarraiNy Micmarrss:—I offered this amendment at the request
of gentlemen. I think that there is a pressing need for such a
resolution or amendment as this is. It is not intended to inter-
fere with the motion heretofore passed in regard to the Council
amending the constitution, but it is an important and pressing
emergency. The only way we can get at that under the consti-
tution is that when we adjourn to-night the Council shall call a
special meeting, which shall have the right to act under the con-
stitution, or that to-morrow be designated as one of the meetings.

under the constitution, or that fifteen members, or whatever the-

number is, join now in the call for a special meeting.
- Mz. Marriv :—There is a meeting to-morrow of which notice
has been given.

Capraiy MricmarLis :—Is the meeting to-morrow a business
meeting ?

Tae Presipent :—To-morrow is a general meeting, but there
is nothing to prevent business being done if you choose to do it.

Capraiy Micmaenis:—The meeting to-morrow is one of the
two meetings provided for in the constitution to be called by the.
Council. '
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Tre Presipent:—Yes, sir.  Mr. Wheeler you may incorpor-
ate your amendment with Captain Michaelis’s.

Mg. WeseLer :—It is the same thing, Mr. President.

Mke. Paerers:—I would like to offer a further motion, to wit:
That the Council be instructed and authorized to proceed to in--
corporate the Institute under the laws of the State of New York,.
appropriate to such a society, and with power to designate from-
their own number a Board of Trustees.

Mg. Marrin:—I second that motion. It is highly important.
that that step should be taken.

Mgz. Parres:—It is obvious, that in respect to the resolution:
that has been offered for a committee to report a scheme for per--
manent quarters, that should that resolution bear fruit, and should
we take up that work in earnest, it is essential that we should be.
incorporated in order to take possession of any funds or property
which we might acquire.

Tre PresipEnt:—There is no question about the necessity of -
it. You have heard the resolution made and seconded.

Caprary Micra®Ls :—I think something ought to be added to
that resolution. There are two laws under which we can be in--
corporated ; the old law of-1848, and the Limited Liability Act.
The law of 1848, is very simple; it provides for capital, etc., and
the law passed within six months, provides a tax on capital. It.
is a very simple matter to incorporate the society. All you have.
to do is to file a certificate with the Secretary of State at Albany..
But the question of capital will have to be decided on, also other-
details. Clubs have been organized and incorporated without:
capital, and I think it is perfectly feasible to do that and still hold.
title to real estate, and we would save the tax.  But thatis a
matter I should think for the Institute to decide, whether they-
want to be a capitalized concern, :

Tar Present :—There is no tax on religious organizations; is.
there ¢

Carray Micuagrrs :—If they have capital, there is. ATl capi--
tal is subject to one-eighth of one per cent.

Mz. Parres :—The intent of my resolution was that we should:
incorporate as similar societies do. I supposed that such societies
were seldom incorporated with capital. But if it should be neces--
sary we might add to it, although I doubt whether it is. It will
be necessary for the committee to look into the question and see.
that it is incorporated in a proper way.
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Tae Presment :—I should think it might be well to leave that
to the discretion of the Council.

Mg. SeeLBovRNE:—1 happen to know that societies for re-
ligious, literary and benevolent purposes, and the like, are not
taxed upon their capital. They are taxed, however; corporations
must pay a tax of one-eighth of one per cent. (that is what Captain-
Michaelis referred to), upon their proposed capital for the fran-
chise of incorporation. That law is general and was passed as
recently as April of last year, and provides for a tax of one-eighth
of one per cent. upon the capital. Now, if a society for bene-
volent purposes can be incorporated upon a nominal capital, or a
nominal number of shares, why, the tax would be very light in-
deed. But there is no tax under the law of 1880 as amended” in
1881, 1883, and 1885.
stock, franchises and business of certain corporations which are
named.

Tae PrespENT :—Does any one know if there is any objection
to incorporating under the laws of some other state than under
the laws of the state of New York ? Our organization is a national
one, although our property is here. '

Mg. SueLBoURNE :—The corporation laws of all the states differ
in some respects peculiar to their own institutions, and the opin-
ions of their own people, and that is a matter for a lawyer to hunt
through the laws of the different states to determine ; and lawyers
in this state have sometimes passed days, and even weeks on that
very question in advising whether it is better to incorporate un-
der the laws of West Virginia, or the laws of Maine, or some
other state.

Tar SEcRETARY :—It appears to me that this question can be

very properly left to the Council with power. There are other
institutions similar to ours that have been incorporated ; and I
presume that their experience can be very properly followed
by us.

Tae Presipest:—As the questmn stands now seconded, it
will leave the matter to the Council, and I call for a vote on that
proposition. '

. The motion was carried.

Mz. WrEeLER:—] give notice that at the next meeting I will
offer the following amendment to the constitution:

“The Council shall have power to elect juniors who have been
engaged in electrical or cognate interests for one year or more.

That provides for a tax upon the capital
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These juniors shall not have the privilege of voting, but shall be
entitled to be present at the meetings and take part in the dis-
cussions. They shall be required to pay one-half the initiation
fee and five dollars annually, with one copy of the transactions, .
or three dollars annually, without.”

Tae Srcrerary :—This I suppose is a notice of a proposed
amendment to the Rules. It is not exactly in accordance with:
the rules as they stand; for instance, the present initiation fee is
five dollars; half that would be two dollars and a half, and half.
the annual dues would be five dollars. Is it the intention of the
resolution to require them to pay half the initiation fee—two:
dollars and a half, and half the annual dues—five dollars, includ-
ing the transactions, and three dollars without the transactions?

Mg. WaeeLer :—That is the idea.

TrE SEcRETARY :—It seems to me that it would be better to
take it in hand and make the matter right, so that there will be
no misunderstanding about it. It is sufficient for you to give
notice that you propose some amendment, and then put it in such
shape that it will accord with the rules as they now stand.

Mg. WaeeLer :—That can be done to-morrow, can it not?
I simply offer that as a notice.

Carraiy Mrcraruss :i—If we were to get a house it is very evi-
dent that the dues would have to be raised. It is impossible to
run a club-house in the city of New York, with twenty-five cents’
a month per member, or even at fifty cents, which would make-
six dollars a year. At the present rate it would not begin to pay
the rent or the interest on the debt, or anything else. The
chances are that if we get a club-house and a place to meet, and-
have it open, the dues of resident members may have to be in-
creased. You cannot have a club-house in the city of New York:
and charge members less than a dollar a month for its privileges.
That is out of the question.

Trr Presipent:—There are two things to be cons1dered n:
that matter. It seems to me one is; there is a large number of
these young men who, if we do not take in at the reduced price,.
will not come in at all. And another matter is that I think it
would be well to have some limit of age, or some limit of time ;'
otherwise you might have men coming in as juniors and staymg ’
as juniors until they were seventy years old.

Mg. WaeeLER :—I will suggest that it is not the age that will
always determine whether a man is qualified to become a junior
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or not. It would be better to limit his time as a junior to a cer-
tain number of years after he has been admitted as a junior.

Trr Prusipent:—I should think five years would be as much
as would be necessary.

Mg. Parrps:—That would be an ample limit, because if a
man—young or old—comes in as a junior and can pay three dol-
lars a year, if after working five years longer at electricity he
could not then earn enough to pay us our full fee, he cannot be
much of a member.

Tar Presioent :—I think you are right, Mr. Phelps, and per-
haps, on second thought, three years would be as long as is ad-
visable. _.

Mz. SeELBOURNE :—] have not heard of this proposition before
this evening. The feeling with which it strikes me is decidedly
adverse. I think that if this Institute takes that step it will be a
most evil and fatal one. We are to lower the dignity and im-
portance and character of this society by proposing to admit some
young men, say they are up to eighteen years of age. How many
of these young men do we propose to get? And if we let down
this society and cast a big drag net and bring in everybody and
let the little fish come in for so much, and the big fish for so
much, the question is whether the big fish will not feel that their
importance is lowered a great deal by the presence of the small
fish. And what will these young men expect to gain here for
their money ¢ This is not a school ; it is not a laboratory ; there
are no instructors. They simply come in here perhaps to hear
older men talk. Will they pay their money for that purpose?
'Will they pay their three dollars a year to come in and sit at these
meetings, or the annual meeting, or at the dinners which the so-
siety will perhaps give two or three times during the winter, and
pay their dollar for the dinner? I say no. I say that the gain
that this Institute would derive from such a purpose as that will
be more than offset by the loss which the Institute will suffer
among such men as occupy the higher walks of science such as
‘Professor Thomson, and Professor Anthony, and those people
" who are at the head of the electrical and scientific world. We
have now an associate membership, which provides for any num-
ber of just such young men, if they went to come here. The only
~ question is about their paying the ten dollars instead of the five.

I had something to do with preparing the amendments to the |

" constitution and by-laws of this society ; and I know we had a long
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discussion there as to how we could accoinplish just what this -
amendment seems designed to accomplish. There was a clause put
in as to the qualifications of associate members, those who by study
or experiment are seeking to become identified with electrical
science or with the utilization of electricity. Now, I say, that will
include all of these young men that you can get into the society.
If you go to work and make an age qualification, you want an
age qualification all through. If the membership of this Insti-
tute, which now comprises a hundred and seventy-five members
and associate members and honorary members—if this society
should create an interest and feeling among those men and bring
them here to these meetings, we would have quite society enough,
and we should have enthusiasm and interest enough. Now, in-
stead of making Professor Anthony, or Professor Thomson, or
any other professor, or scientist, feel that the society has lowered
itself and is gathering in these boys with enthusiasm in their
hearts for everything else, except what their seniors may say here ;
we wish to keep it where it is, and try to create an interest, and
try to create a greater interest and even enthu\sia_sm among those -
who are not among the class of those who might be brought in.
Mg. MagrTin :—I must say that Mr. Shelbourne’s remarks are
extremely weighty ; but I will just mention one case which came
to my notice to-day, of a young gentleman, thoroughly versed in
the scienee of electricity, who, to make his first sten, takes a
position at ten dollars a week. He wants to come into this
society. How can that man pay our dues ? ,
Mg. SurreovrNE :—That is a consideration for us to address to
such an institution as the Cooper Institute. This is not an edu-
cational institution. If we had a course of study and a professor
that was eminent to teach them something, than that would be a
question of benevolence, and how much benevolence we could
afford upon these young men. But this I say is a question as to
the dignity and standing of this Institute; and if there are such
young men, how many such young men could you get? Would
you get twenty-five young men to come in here, if you had your
fees ever so low? And if you did get those twenty-five, would’nt
you alienate feelings of fifty men of standing, who feel that this
society has nofooting to stand on? Perhaps later on, this Institute
will be on a par with the Royal Institution in England. Isee by
the report of the Secretary, that we are now rich to the extent of
some four hundred dollars to go into the next year. Let us con-
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-sider that as a sufficient good beginning for this year and try to

‘make even a greater surplus for the next year.

Mz. Magrin :—What we want to do, Mr. President, is to make
‘this Institute useful. It seems to me that action of this kind
must have been taken by similar scientific bodies at some stage or
-other of their existence ; and I must admit that Mr. Shelbourne’s
remarks have impressed me very much. When this comes up
‘to-morrow, it may be determined that it would be well to move
slowly. I know that some of the older societies have this junior
membership, but so far from regarding it as anything detrimental,
their view of it is that it serves as a reservoir and feeder to the
classes which are above, and it is one of the proudest-events in the
lives of those young men when their skill and experience enable
them to pass from the lower stage to the higher.

- Tre Presipent :—I think that our friend Mr. Shelbourne is
somewhat disposed to underrate the character of the young men
whom we have in view. We are thinking of the class of young
‘men who are just graduating from the technical schools most of
‘whom are under age, many of whom are now filling positions
where their pay is very small, and yet men who in a very few
years will be, as we know some of them have become in five
-years, at the top of the profession. I do not think that we are
‘in any special danger of getting in the undesirable element that

‘seems to be feared. There is only a certain class of young men

‘who take the slightest interest in proceedings of this kind, and
the others would not come near us if we paid them half a dollar
for every meeting they attend. But in my own experience I
‘have known a great many young men in“a similar situation to
the one Mr. Martin referred to, who would be very glad to come
here and listen to the discussions and ask questions, and to learn
what they could. We are certainly nothing more nor less than
an educational society. We are endeavoring to educate each
other by comparing experiences. Certainly a young man of any

-age, or an old man, who takes.any interest in the subject, cannot

possibly attend any of our meetings without learning something
of value to him. If he is not interested in the proceedings he

~will not come and will not trouble us. That is my feeling about

it. At the same time I think very careful consideration ought to
be given to all that Mr. Shelbourne has said. There is a great

.deal of force in many of his remarks. I think we ought to go

slowly and be very careful.
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‘M=, SEELBOURNE :—1 have no disrespect for the class of young

‘men that the President refers to, or that Mr. Martin refers to.

But these young men are, it seems to me, not numerous e1.101.1gh
to benefit this Institute, and the Institute is not in a position at

the present time to benefit them. Our meetings outside of those

during which we have had dinners where special papers bave
been read, and special discussion upon those papers, have- been.
entirely confined to the annual meetings, the business meetmg of
this evening, and the general meeting. And I do not see enough
interest that we can offer to these young men, however little they
are able to pay, which would induce them to come here exce]?t
upon the expectation of being members by-and-bye. Now, if

‘they have graduated from some technical college and are going

out into business, if they are smart enough men, they will very

_soon grow into a position either in the electrical world or in some

.other branch of the scientific world, where they will be able in
a few years to come in as associate members under the by-laws.
Therefore, it is not because I have a disrespect to that class of

_young men, I respect them very highly; but I am considering

what good we can do to them, and what good we can get, and
what motive they can have to come in with us.

Oaprary MicaarLts :—I have listened with much interest to
what Mt. Shelbourne has said, and I must confess that I agree with
him from beginning to end. It seems to me that he ha:s not con
sidered the point of this amendment. At our meeting in Decem-
ber, 1885, this question was discussed for hours, and finally afte.r
this prolonged discussion the following was adopted as a defini-
tion of associate members :—* Associate members shall be cuch
persons as are, or have been, connected with the util%zatiOI} of
electricity, or who, by means of study or experimental. 1nvest1ga}-
tion, are qualifying themselves to become identified Wl.th 'electrl-
cal science, and such others to whose admission no objection can
be made by any member of the Council.” Now, if anybody can
draw up a broader clause to cover the admission of anybody I
would like to see him do it. There is no age qualification. We
can take in a boy of ten or a man of eighty. The point of this
amendment is simply and solely a pecuniary one. It does not
matter whether they add dignity to the society or distract from
its dignity. We are told that there is a-large body of men who
cannot afford to pay our five dollars initiation fee or dues of. ten
dollars a year. Therefore, some of the members who have given
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thought to the subject, propose to let them in for two dollars and
a half, or five dollars, as they may decide. . The question is, do
we want to do that ¢ It is simply a question of dollars and cents,
and nothing else, because, under the present constitution the
Couneil is perfectly competent. to elect these men as associates.
I think we ought to decide whether we want to reduce our dues,
In some societies. it is the practice to give the Council authority
to remit a portion of the dues in deserving cases ; but it is a sim-
ple question of payment and nothing else. There is no dignity
involved or loss of dignity. . -

M=r. Paeres:—Except that the proposed class shall not be
voters. '

Capramy Micuasris :—Except that the proposed class shall not
be voters. - _ » _

Mz. Waesrer :—If the object was to be attained by empower-
ing the Council to remit a portion of -a person’s dues, that person
would feel it very much more than if he paid the dues of some
regular class. I am very much impressed by Mr. Shelbourne’s
remarks as to the delicacy of making any amendment to the con-
stitution, and venturing on any matter of this kind; but I think
there are some other considerations which have been spoken of—
the dampening effect of having young men here has been ‘spoken
of. But most men who are prominent in electricity are very anx-
ious to have young men educated, and it is for the interest of
most of the business men who have made.money in electricity to
have young men educated ; they have suffered from the inability
to find young men who understand the subject. Mr. Edison, I
know, offered from twenty-five thousand to fifty thousand dollars
worth of apparatus to any college which would establish a school
of electricity. The men alluded to as likely to be driven out by
the presence of young men, are just the ones who are anxious to
have a class of young men grow up and learn these points ; and I
think that instead of driving those old men away, it would make
them willing to come here and talk for the sake of -giving the
young men a chance to hear them. I know of a number who
spend a good deal of their time in conversation with their assist-
ants, explaining things to them, and sometimes repeating to them
points that had been brought out at some of the electrical meet.
ings. In a small way, I have done it myself with men in the em-
ploy of our company. I have spént hours at different times tel-
ling them things that had been brought out, because I thought
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that instead of being time lost it would be time gained, if I could
bring them to an understanding of a part of ‘What:, ot.her people
knew. They would simply do that part of the thinking for me
hereafter. I have been very much impressed by the remarks
made on the danger of lowering the grade. But the satne class
of young men is introduced in some of 1.;he other societies. In
the society, in whose rooms we meet to-night, the‘y h.ave a class
of junior members which is very valuable. Iam a junior 1.11e1nb9r
of this Society of Civil Engineers, because I cannot qualify as a
full member. A full member is required to have spent seven
years in actual engineering work, not as a man to carry out .VVOI.'k,
but as a man who can design the whole thing and do it. A junior
member is one who has been in that class of work fox: two years.
He has got to be one of the head men of the-enterprise he is in.
Now, there are a great many men who are valuable to have on
hand, who have not been doing such work ?:'or several. years.
They are going to have a meeting to-morrow 111‘ght, at Whl.ch will
be read a scientific paper on the Strains of Bridges. Itis to be
read by a junior member. Now of course we cannot have as
high grade as that in our junior membersh.lp-, but we may b‘e able
to gradually secure it. The Society of Civil Engineers, has ?,lso
a class of associate members, similiar to our class of associate
members. They are people who are interested in SCientiﬁCf WO-I‘k,
but who are not engineers; for instance, chemists, and scientists
of that kind. Now, if-we can have a class of junior members so
as to take in men who have not had quite so much experience as
is required by our regular membership, without Iowering. our
grade, it would be a very good thing to do, and I hope that in so
doing we will have the benefit of the advice of some of‘ th?se
who have spoken to-night, because I have been very much im-
pressed with many things said since I offered my notice. '
Carrain MicHAELIS :—Much has been said about the American
Society of Civil Engineers, and I want to say that that was con-
sidered in- December, 1885, and that clause was so worded as to
include all the juniors of the American Society of Civil Engi-
neers. To prove that it is a matter of dues and nothing else, I
want to say that I have been thirteen years a member of the
Society of Civil Engineers. The non-resident members are en-
titled to all privileges of membership; their annual dues are some-
what less, because they have less privileges of the club-house
generally. Now, my dues as a non-resident member are fifteen
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dollars, and I would like Mr. Wheeler.to tell me what his annual
‘dues are in the American Society of Civil Engineers.

MR. WeEELER :—Ezxactly the same. :

Mr. SeeLBovrNE:—Then it appears that the arguments ad-
vanced by Captain Michaelis and Mr. Wheeler, do not agree.
:Captain Michaelis says, that this amendment is simply a matter
of getting money, and if we put that out as a confession before the
scientific world, and before the world generally, and before the
mewspaper press, I say that that very confession is a lowering of
.our dignity, that shows that we want money. If we want a
building that we can say is our own; if we are going to be a soci-
ety that will ever be on a par with the Royal Society.of England,

-why I sdy, we want to keep up the dignity of this American

Institute of Electrical Engineers. I say we do not want to con-
fess that we want money. We do not want to confess that we
want to get in a few young men, because we want money. I say
let us avoid that position. If we want money, let us go to Jay
‘Gould and get five thousand dollars from him; let us go to Dr.
Norvin Green, and get three thousand dollars from him ; let us
*go to some other men who have gained hundreds and thousands in
-electrical business and get five hundred dollars from them, and
let us be an Institute of Electrical Engineers, with a reputation as
wide as this broad continent, and let us produce our publications
and papers, that will be on a par in science with those that are
-produced over in England; but don’t let us confess that we are
going out into the world to gather a few young men to get their
three dollars a year.

Tae Presioent:—I don’t think any of the proposers of this
plan of junior membership did it with the idea of raising addi-
tional revenue.

Mr. Prrres :—I was going to say to myself that I thought Mr.
Shelbourne, had rather inverted the meaning of Captain Michaelis.
If I understood Captain Michaelis, he looked at the pecuniary
niatter from two different points of view. The principal one was
that we probably could not afford to give the privileges we con-
template giving for three dollars a year. That is, I think, an im-
portant consideration. We may take such action in respect to
-privileges ‘which could only be afforded for three dollars on elee-

-mosynary considerations. Therefore, I think there is a good deal
to be thought about in respect to this whole measure, and I think
ras the measure stands now that one modification, (if we carry it
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out at all,) might very properly be made, striking out that -three

dollar clause. If a young fellow cares enough about the thingite

join it he ought to care enough about it to want the proceedings.
I should be rather in favor of striking that out and making aman

.pay his five dollars. e need not take the proceedings away if
" ‘he does not want to; but let him have them.

Mz. SrrELBOURNE :—If, after what I have said, these gentlemen
choose to resolve themselves into a committee to go ahead and do

" this thing, I say let them. I have delivered myself of what I

have to say. I have said it fearlessly, plainly, honestly, and now
I have done with it. .
Tae SecreETARY :—The discussion that has come up on this
question has taken a turn which shows that it is a matter of im-
portance, and should not be acted upon hastily, and furthermore
that the two or three propositions that we have on Land depend
on each other. If we get a building here we may not be able to
do this thing, and we may offer such privileges that no man would
think them dear at ten dollars a year, therefore I believe it should

.stand until we have proceeded a little further, and we find out

-what we are going to do, and that it be acted upon leisurely, and
that all these arguments be taken into consideration. It appears

‘to me that would be the most satisfactory way of doing it, instead

of rushing it through without a consideration of all the facts that

‘may come up hereafter.

Mg. Pagrps :—I believe, Mr. Chairman, that I am right in re-
collecting that the resolution I offered early in the evening was
passed ?

Tur Presipent :—Yes. ,

Mgz. Paeres :—Then it will rest, I suppose, with the mover to
bring the matter up to-morrow if he sees' fit, or it may be left to
the Council to-morrow. ‘

TrE SECRETARY :—It appears to me that the Council has a good
deal of time that it could devote to- this subject, and in sucha
way that it would not interfere with our proceedings here to-da?r
or to-morrow, and I believe that they could act upon it intelli-
gently and consider all these questions, And if it is not absolutely
necessary to put it through at once, I believe that that would b.e
the best disposition to make of it. The Council sometimes is
rather pressed for want of subjects for discussion, and I think this
would be equally as good as the wire gauge.

Mg. Marriv :—I think it is quite possible, as I have already
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suggested, that we will find in the rules of the societies in Europe,
such as the one to which Mr. Shelbourne referred, something re-
lating to this subject that we are now considering.

Tur Presmest:—I would say that the Society of Telegraph
Engineers and Electricians, of which I have been a member
almost from the beginning, has a class of membership of that
kind. I do not recollect precisely what the regulations are, but
of course that can be considered with other matters that will come

up for diseussion. That class was established after the society -

had been in operation some five or six years, and evidently was
intended to supply a need which had manifested itself.

Carraiy MicHAELIS :—At the request of several members I de-
sire to offer the following resolution :

The Institute desires to place upon record its appreciation of
the services rendered by its retiring President, Mr. F. L. Pope,
and its regret that he has deemed it for the best interests of the
Institute to decline a unanimous tender of re-election. =~

The resolution was adopted. '

Tae Prespent:—I thank you very much, gentlemen, for your
kind appreciation of my services. They have by no means been
what I would like to have made them. But circums'ances have
prevented my being in attendance at a great many of the meet-
ings. I have always endeavored to be on hand when I could.
I am sure that you will find that you have not made an unprofit-
able exchange in the worthy successor whom you have elected in
my place, and I feel sure that. we shall be pulling together, and
make Mr. Martin’s administration the most successful and pros-
perous one that the Institute has yet seen.

The meeting thén adjotirned. '

At a meeting of the Council immediately after the adjournment
of the annual meeting, Professor Elihu Thomson, was elected a
vice-president to fill the unexpired term of Thomas D. Lockwood,
resigned, and Mr. Edward P. Thompson was elected manager to
fill the unexpired term of Mr. George M. Phelps, Jr., elected
Treasurer.

GENERAL MEETING.

May 18th, 1887. -
At the opening of the afternoon session of the general meeting,
which was called to order by President Martin, at 2 P. M., the
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Secretary read the following list of officers elected at the annual
meeting : President, T. C. Martin; Vice-Presidents, Professor
'W. A. Anthony, Frank L. Pope, Col. Rowland R. Hazard ; Ma.n.a-
gers, Schuyler 8. Wheeler, Joseph Wetzler, A. C. Fowler, Wil-
liam Lee Church; Treasurer, George M. Phelps, Jr.; Secretary,
Ralph W. Pope. Also the following gentlemen to fill out unex-
pired terms: Vice-President, Professor Elihu Thomson, and
Manager, Edward P. Thompson. .
Trae Presipent :—The first matter on the regular order of busi-
ness is the very interesting paper and address that will be con-
tributed by Professor Elihu Thomson, but before we reach that,
I understand that a very.important report will be presented, and
we will take that up first. Mr. Phelps, as chairman of the com-
mittee appointed last night to report at this meeting, will now
present his report from the Committee on Permanent Quarters.
Mg. Preres read the following ’

Rerorr oF THE COMMITTEE ON PERMANENT QUARTERS.

To the American Institute of Electrical Engineers :

GenTLEMEN :—Your Committee appointed to consider and re-
port upon a plan for securing permanent quarters and to estimate
the cost of same, offer the following report: )

It should be stated first that the subject before the Committee
has been discussed at considerable length during the past weck
by several officers and members of the Institute active in its work ;
and then the Committee avails itself of much of the suggestion
thus brought out, as well as of information elicited by preliminary
inquiries on the part of several members asto cost, ways and means.

As a result of inquiry, and consideration of the needs and pos-
sible resources of the Institute, your Committee recommend that
immediate steps be taken towards securing permanent quarters;

" and it is their judgment that, in view of considerations presented

below, the Institute will be justified in moving to purchase a
house in this city, in an eligible location, and of sufficient capacity
to provide all accommodations that will be required for many
years. A dwelling-house, in a respectable neighborhood, not re-
mote from Union or Madison Square, somewhat similar to that in
which we now assemble, through the kind courtesy of the Society

- of Civil Engineers, could be easily adapted to our purposes.

The Committee have made inquiries as to the cost of such a
house, and have been assured that a dwelling-house, 24 or 25 feet
wide, and of three or four stories, can be purchased for $30,000
or less. Three such houses were found upon the list of a single
prominent real-estate firm. L

How shall sufficient money be raised to purchase and maintain
such a house?
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The Committee recommend that a fund of not less than $10,000
be raised by subscription. They have reason to believe that from
$3,000 to $5,000 can be obtained from subscriptions of members
of the Institute, and that the balance of the $10,000 proposed can,
by proper effort, be secured by subscriptions on the part of gen-
tlemen whose fortunes and business have been connected with the
development of electric arts.

It is recommended that all subscriptions be made contingent
upon the raising of the sum named, viz., $10,000.

- With such a sum in hand, it is the opinion of the Committee,
that the Institute would be justified in selecting and purchasing a

- Liouse. The remainder of the purchase money could be raised on

bond or bonds and mortgage, at a low rate of interest, probably
not greater than 4 per cent.

In respect to the maintenance of a housé, it is quite obvious that -

a large increase will be required in the present revenue of the In-
stitute. This would, in the opinion of the Committee, be partly
supplied by the increase of membership that would follow the
provision of permanent quarters, with increased facilities and
privileges. A still larger increase could be provided by increas-
ing the rate of annual dues for resident members, in return for
which they would have privileges similar to those of a club. The
fixed charges may be approximately and safely estimated (exclud-
ing personal services, custodian, etc.,):

Interest, 4 per cent. on $20,000................ $ 800
Taxes, insurance and repairs.......... cees ... 1,200
$2,000

Further charges would depend upon the nature of the accom-
modation and facilities provided. It seems safe to say that $1,000
could be made to cover such house expenses as would be required
for the first year.

The Committee by no means recommend limiting the amount
proposed to be raised by subscription' to $10,000, but consider-

that it will be within the bounds of prudence to purchase a house-
when that shall have been reached. They recommend that efforts
to secure subscriptions be pressed diligently, and confidently be-
lieve that a very large portion, if not the whole, of the sum.
named ($30,000) can be obtained.

The Committee deem the advantages of having permanent-

quarters of our own, so obvious as to require no enumeration on -

their part, and believe that a concerted effort on the part of the
members of the Institute will surely lead to success.

They trust that such action will be intitiated at this meeting as.
will result in the provision of a suitable house, properly fitted for
the occupancy of the Institute, at the resumption of its monthly
meetings next November.

To that end they advise the passage of a resolution anthorizing
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and directing the Council to proceed to obtain subscriptions, per-
fect plans, and report at a special meeting of the Institute, to be
called not later than July 1, next.
Signed, GroreE M. Pazrves, Jr., Chairman.
T. CommerrForp MARTIN,
George A. HamivtoN.
O. E. MicBAELIs.

New Yorg, May 18, 1887.

Mke. Prerps :—What I have read ends the manuscript of the
report—the rest will be verbal. This thousand dollars just men-
tioned with the two thousand dollars fixed charges proposed, rep-
resent an expenditure of three thousand dollars a year, and the
committee would say further, that as we begin modestly, we might-
find it desirable and we think it would be feasible to derive some:
revenue from the house. For example, the basement story might
very probably be rented for some business purpose that would
not be disagreeable in its nature—possibly for a restaurant of a
good class, which would be rather an advantage; and it has also:
been suggested that the third story of such a building should be
fitted up for dormitories, neatly and comfortably furnished,
and that it would be used largely by out-of-town members and:
their friends at a reasonable charge, say a dollar for a night’s-
lodging ; and members have told me to-day that when in town,
they would be only too happy to find a room of that character at
such a house at their disposal for a dollar per night. It is proper
to say further, that a considerable number of members have signi-
fied their willingness to subscribe within their ability, outright, a.
sum of money to be donated for this purpose. In view of what
has been presented, the committee would recommend the passage:
of a resolution at this meeting, authorizing the Council to proceed
either by itself or by a committee appointed by it, to take this mat-:
ter in hand at once, and to endeavor to raise the $10,000 by subserip-.
tion and to report at a special meeting of the Institute to be called-
not later than the 1st of July. I believe that is the extent of our:
work, and in view of the interest that has been expressed at vari-
ous times within the last three years, since the formation of this
Institute, and the very manifest advantages of having a place of:
our own, where we can be independent and where we can have:
abundant accommodations; where we will have room for the
starting of a laboratory, and for a historical collection and many

. other similar purposes, all of which will be found useful the mo-:

ment we have a place; and the additional standing and prestige
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that the society will have as soon as it has a habitation of its

own, the committee very earnestly recommend the prompt and cor-
dial support of the Institute in making an earnest effort to carry
the movement through.

Me. SerLBOURNE :—1I move that the report be accepted.

The motion was seconded by Mr. Wheeler, and carried.

Tre Presioent:—Having adopted that report, gentlemen, the

next thing in order is to have a resolution. presented in the shape

suggested by the report. I should be very glad to have that reso-
_ Iution put in formal shape immediately. -

Tre SrcreTary:—I understand that the Committee is to go
right on with its work. This is merely a preliminary report, I
presume.

Tre PresmesT :—I understand the report to suggest that it be
transferred to the Council, and that the Couneil summon to its aid
all the mind, enthusiasm and weight in the profession to put this
thing through. :

Mr. A. C. Fowwer:—I would like to say that at a meeting of
the Electric Club, this same idea was broached about their seeur.
ing quarters also, and I think it would be a good idea for our
Committee to confer with the members of the Electric Club and
see if we could amalgamate in some way so that instead of run-
ning two small sized establishments we could get together and
make one large one. We have a good many members in’common,
and the Electric Club is a large concern, has a large number of in-
fluential members; I presume it has as large, if not a larger mem-
bership than we have. I would offer this simply as a suggestion
to the Committee appointed here.

Tae Presioent :—I think that Mr. Fowler’s remarks have our
hearty sympathy and support. We move as a national body.
This morning the matter was brought up of the amalgamation
with the New York Electrical Society, which has an. electrical
record and which désires, in some way, to affiliate with us. I think
if we put ourselves on. record to-day as willing to undertake this
work, we shall receive the immediate assistance of both bodies
and we shall have a home in New York of which all three bodies
may be proud. But this movement has been in our hands for
three years, and the time has now arrived for us to bring it to a
head. T do not think that we can do better than to accept a reso-
lution which I believe Mr. Phelps is now about to offer.

. Mr. WazreLer :—I think it would be well to get our house
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movement well under way and then ‘to take in the Electric Club
and the New York Electrical Society. We need not wait until
we get the house, but if we get our movement fairly started and
it is evident that it is going to be got under way, so that every-
body will acknowledge it as a thing sure to be accomplished, then
the other societies will be much more easy to manage, and much
more glad to join ns. .

Mg. Fowrrr :—It strikes me that that would be something like
the tail wagging the dog, because I think the Electric Club has 3
larger membership than this concern, and I do not think that that
would be the way to do it.

Taze Presipent :(—I would like to state to Mr. Fowler that we
have had a committee on this subject for three years, and that
the work has now fallen into hands that mean business, and we
propose to carry this scheme through. Now should there be any
such movement in any of the other bodies, why all we want is
their help. There are no antagonisms; we are here to serve the
common cause, and although I am not aware that Mr. Fowler is
speaking as a delegate from any:other body, we are glad to have
his views on that subject, and are glad to have that information
from him. ’ : , :

Mz. PrELps:—Before presenting the resolution I might per.
haps state that I do not think the Institute will serve. as a very
good tail for any dog, and the wagging perhaps will be on the
other end ; but really there is no conflict whatever. The purposes
of the Institute and of the Electric Club are very different; but
the establishment of such a headquarters as we have in mind would
include ‘within its possibilities the satisfaction of a.variety of pur-
poses for which there are now two or three societies, and ulti-
mately it is very likely to result in the amalgamation or-co-opera-
tion of all these societies, But, as has been very. properly said,
the first thing to do is to get our place, and the Council seems to
be the proper body to take action of this kind as it has frequent
meetings and embraces all the officers of the Society. The fol-
lowing resolution has been prepared. ' : :

Lesolved : That in view of the report of the Committee on Per-
manent Quarters, the Council be directed to take up the subject
and to proceed at once to solicit. subseriptions, perfect plans, and
to report to a special meéting of the Institute, to be called not
later than July 1st. : A

My idea in presenting it in that form is, that in the next six
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weeks or thereabouts, the subject may be considered by the Coun: |
cil;y it can use its own methods and appoint a committee or other- .

wise. Final action ought very properly be made by the Institute

as a body, and at any time not later than July first, we could no

no doubt, secure sufficient attendance to take proper action.
Capraiy MicrarL1s :—In rising to second the motion, I would
simply like to say that aside from the strong grounds ah eady pre-
sented in favor of this project, it may be considered in another
light, and that is from an ethnological standpoint. Man is a gre-

garious animal ; there is no question about that, and I think that

the further we advance in civilization and the older we get, we find
there is a tendency to come together; in other words, we are
“clubable.” In all the older countries you find that every man,
whatever may be his profession or standing, belongs to some club.
That is notably the case in England, and it has got to be so in our
country. I am told that here in New York there is not a club in
the city whose membership is not full to its constitutional limit, and
in some cases hundreds of men are waiting for admission. That
principle applies to us. 'We have here something that induces us to
seek companionship and to come together ; and having a house of

our own in a measure fulfills that innate desire that we have, to be- -

come club men and meet. I don’t care where it is, gentlemen
from the country—I am a gentleman from the country; I live just
now in West Troy, which is called the barnyard of ‘America, and
that is as good an example of country life as we cau get—even in
the country you find that state of things prevails. Professional
men, and men who are not professional have their Saturday even-

ings and Wednesday nights to meet here and meet there. There

is always this tendency to come together and chat and read papers

and do some other things that are not at all disagreeable, and I

think that we would find a ready response to anything of the kind,

provided that the financial part can be arranged. I do not think

that at this early stage of the movement conrolidation with any
-other body.need enter the matter at all. I think that all those things

will come together perhaps. . If our interests are the same wé can

come together; if our interests vary we will not come together.

But I think Mr. Phelps’s resolution meets the point. As T under- -
stand it, the idea is to give the Council the authority of the Insti-

tute to act in-its.name and do what it 'may deem best to further
it, but the effect of this resolution will be that the Institute as a

body commits itself to the idea that there shall be permanent
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quarters acquired in whatever way may be deemed best, and I
cordially second the resolution. .

Mg. Matrrouvx :—1I have only a few remarks to make in ex-
pressing my assent to the resolution as presel.lted. I wish p.erha,ps
to say a word of caution by stating that while I am a partisan (.)f
aggregation by all means, and not of amalgamation in the sense in

which it has been used here, I am also a partisan of assimilation

and absorption, though not of the kind of absorption that is spoken
of. The American Institute of Electrical Engineers started three
or four years ago with a well defined purpose—and it has sta.rted
with the purpose of being the head of the dog and not the tail of -
it—and I believe that it is’ composed of a body of men some of
whom are preeminently fitted to be the head of the dog, not only

by their scientific attainments, but by their standing in the com-

munity as electricians and electrical engineers. I have only to
look around me to see such men as Professor Anthony, Professor
Thomson, Mr. Frank L. Pope, Mr. George A. Hamilton, and

.others, who are known to us all in America as electricians, to

know that we have got several of the convolutions of the cerebral
matter of the brain of that dog. (Applause) Now, gentlemen, I
believe that we have not only some of the larger convolutions,
but we have also some of the lesser convolutions, and while I ap-
preciate very much the social element I should dislike very much
to see the scientific feature of our Institute, which is its founda-
tion, suffer from the introduction of too great a dilutior'l of the
social part of it. You all know me, gentlemen, as a practical man
—a man whose vocation it is to deal with practical matters; at
the same time‘you all know that I entertain the highest regard for

_ the scientific. I realize that there is not enough of it in this coun-

try—that we are not quite as hard students as we _should.be.
Therefore, gentlemen, I say that T am a partisan of aggregation,
but I am above all a partisan of assimilation. I am willing that
these gentlemen who are interested in electricity because they
make money out of it, and are also interested in electricity be-
cause they meet very genial people, should join usin social in-
tercourse. And I am also willing that they should come into
our body, that we should assimilate them ; but I do not look upon
our programme for a single moment as one which admits of the
proposition for amalgamation with any other body. We have a
well-established basis and we have a well-defined programme to
pursue, which was laid out for us by the founders of this Institute,
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many of whom I see befote me, and I do not think that the time
has yet come, nor do T think that it ever will come, when it
will be necessary for us to swerve from that well-defined line of
practice and of principle. (Applause).

Mz. SaBLBORUNE :—There is just one other aspect of this ques-
tion which I want to advert to, and that is, that the Institute having
started four years ago, started as the American Institute of Electri-
cal Engineers. Now on the principle that the greater includes
the less, an ‘American Institute ought to include a New York
Electrical Society, or a New York club, and if it comes to a ques-
tion of absorption, if it comes to g question of uniting under any
circumstances or conditions, it would seem appropriate, it would
seem the thing to do, that a local organization should come up into

the broader and larger organization. This Institute took a posi- .

tion from the first upon the basis of puré electrical science, and it
has always been my view that this Institute should be conducted
in that spirit and with that motive ; that its members or its head
should not be associated with any partisan applications of electri-
city, so as to bring cliques and divisions into this Institute. That
has been my view ; that has been the motive on which I have
acted in ‘connection with this Tnstitute from the beginning.

Now, as T’ understand, the New York Electrical Society has a
membership ' that is engaged in the practical work of the utiliza.
tion of electricity. I think it would be appropriate that that Society
should not be amalgamated with this nor that we should take the
name of the New York Electrical Society, nor the Electrical Sec-
tior. of the American Institute, nor that we should take the name
of the New York Electric Club or anything of that sort ; but if
there is any amalgamation, so called,—which I would rather re-

“ place by the word absorption—let the absorption be of the less

into the greater, and let that society or that club or any other
sotiety or club that is connected with electrical matters come into
this Institute under the name of the American Institute of Elec-
trical Engineers. ‘

M=z. Pustes:—Pardon me if I seem arbitrary at all; but the
question before us is not at all whether we shall take in any other
societies or whether they shall come to us, We have much to do
this afternoon; we have many interesting papers to read, and I
think we are drifting into a diseussion that is quite aside from the
point, important as it may be eventually. The question, as I un-
derstand it, is whether we shall take any steps towards securing a
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building. There may be much expression of opinion to be given
as to the desirability of that proposition. o

Tre Presmount:—Mr. Phelps will appreciate my position; I
do not wish to head off any discussion. - .

Mr. Fowrer :—Perhaps my simile about the tail wagging the
dog was out of place, and my remarks about t}.le,Electrle Club
were made only for the reason that the Electric Club seems to
have been the first club of the kind to make a movement towards

ing permanent quarters.
get';lt‘Hf II:RESIDENT :iWe have had a committee of the Institute
on this subject for three years. - .

Mz. Fowrer :-—The Electric Club have rooms; they pay rent
at the Hotel Dam. My reason for not speaking.of the New Y.ork
Electrical Society was that.it is now a part of the American
Institute.: : : : .

Mkr. SmeLBoURNE :—I simply want to beg pardon of the megt-
ing for speaking as I did, because I realize that I was not speak-
ing to the question, but my remarks were called forth by that
feature of the subject being opened up. : :

TuE SeorETARY :—If Smith wants to buy a house, that is no
reason why Jones should not have one to live in as Wel;l.. ' There
is an old saying that no house is big enough fo.r two families, and
I have been through that myself. I say that if we want a house

I feel we can have it,.and I think that before this meeting is over,

we will assure these gentlemen that we will start to get it, and '1f
we make the same progress in three months 1.:hat we made in
three days, we will have-a house to move into this fall. .

Mr. WaeeLer :—1I think,.if we go ahead and secure a 130use, it
will assist in the process of assimilation instead of absorptlol}. '

Tae Presioent:—The question has been called for; I think it
is time now to present it.. '

(The President read Mr. Phelps’s resolutlon.). N

Tue SecreTARY :—I have one word to say about this resc?lu-
tion, and that is, that the committee should go right ahead with-
out waiting for the Council at all. .

Tre Presioest :—I shall immediately invite the expression of
the members upon the subject. I think that clinches it.

Mr. Prrres:—I was about to say, Mr. Chairman, that every-
body concerned will immediately proceed with this work; and
the Council may come together whenever it chooses to take any
“action that may be deemed necessary at any time. I do not think
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that the fact that the Council does not meet until a month from
now, need cause any delay.

"Capraiy Micraruis:—1I think it might be well if it were added
to that resolution, in order to give the committee some status,
that this resolution carries with it the vote of the Institute that
we have quarters. I think it would be better that we pass a re-
solution to-day that we are pledged to go into permanent quar-
ters. That would give the committee, when they solicit subserip-
tions, a stronger position.

TeE PRESIDENT —Suppose we try a resolution of that kind
‘ten minutes hence. Those in favor of the resolutioni now before
the meeting, will express their sentiments by saying aye.

The resolution was carried.

Tare PrestpenT :—That resolution is before you and I presume
it means something. 'We have had a committee for three years,

-and I have been surprised myself to tind the unanimity and en-
- thusiasm of the members on the subject. They all seem deter-
mined, every one to whom I have spoken, to secure permanent
quarters, and that being the case, there would seem to be no

alternative, but to také steps in that.direction. If others comes

with us, well and good, if not, we move on ourselves. We have

the support of leading members of other societies, of whose pres-

ence we are proud. We have here Mr. Pendleton of the New

York Electrical Society. (Applause.) Shall this resolution fall

to the ground to-day or move on.. I stand ready to receive -any
- subscriptions to the list that may be now opened.

Mg. W. J. JornsTon :—MTr. President and Gentlemen : I thlnk
that we should go right on with that resolution now. Wge are all
working together for the same object; we do it perhaps in differ-
ent ways; one invents and another introduces apparatus, and an-
other chronicles what they are doing. There is no question, I

think, in the mind of anybody who undeistands the subject, that -

- this Institute ought to have permanent quarters. It seems to me

- ag if it-would give it a standing, that it has not now either in its
own country or abroad. I think that if you put the fact of your
being a member of this Institute to your name, it should mean

something. I am very much pleased with the quarters-that this
society has; I do not see why we should not have just as good.
There is nothing that would give me more pleasure than to help

: along a movement of this kind, and I take great pleasure in head-
ing the list with five hundred dollars.. (Applause.)
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Mz. Frank L. Pop:—Mr. -Johnston talks business. I will
take great pleasure in adding to that, on behalf of the firm which
I represent, the sum of two hundred and fifty dollars to start -
with. (Applause.)

Mgz. Preces:—I took the l1berty two days ago when several
gentlemen ware talking this matter over and trying to be pre-
pared to do something substantial, of communicating with our
very good friend and associate, Mr. Frank Morrison, of Baltimore.
I addressed him a letter stating to him that we were thinking of
domg something of this kind, and that we would be glad to re-
ceive a telegram from him the following day, statlng what we
might put him down for. I received a telegram in reply. asking
me to put him down for two hundred dollars to start with.

» (Applause.)

Mz. Wazersr -1 have had but since ten o "clock last night to
see what I could do, but I will contribute one hundred dollars
from our company. We will give more, but I have not had time
to talk it over. I will give that amount, however, on my own
responsibility. (Applause.) -

Mz. Paeres:—I might say, Mr. Chairman, that I can tender. :
on the part of my father, one hundred dollars, and on the part of
myself, one hundred dollars. (Applause ) :

Trw Presipent :—The President is not a moneyed - man, but
he has the interest of the Institute and electrical science at heart,
and I wish to put my name down for a hundred dollars, with: lib-
erty to increase. (Applause.) SR :

Tre SecreTaRY:—The Treasurer has been heard from I in-
tended to speak with the gentleman with whom I am associated,
Mr. Clark B. Hotchkiss, representing Austin G. Day, who, as you
all know, has been making insulated wire for twenty- ﬁve years,
and I presume, when the proper time comes, he will do at least
what I do, and I feel an intense interest in this, as a kind of
stimulus to the work of the Secretary. The Secretary has to do a
good deal of work, and it is rather hard sledding when he is not
supported, and 'in order to help-the thing along, I want to put
myself abreast of the President and Treasurer at léact, and you can
put me down for a hundred dollars. (Applause.)

Me. WerzLER :—Mr. President, I would like to contribute my
little mite of a hundred dollars. (Applause.)

Tre Presient:—It seems to me, gentlemen, that we are get-
ing a pretty good expression of feeling on this subject. We
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evidently mean business. I might say that I have information
from my good friend, Mr. Clarence E. Stump, that he wishes to
chip in to the extent of -2 hundred dollars.

Mg. Prerps :—That seems to make about $1,650 so far.

- Tae Presipent:—In ten minutes.

Mr. Preres:—We said, I think, in our report, that we thought
the Institute itself would raise somewhere from three to five
thousand dollars, so we seem to have got half way to the mini-
mum now. '

Trae Presipent:—There are some members, perhaps, who may
not feel at present that they can contribute to such an extent. It
seems to me that we shall easily reach the limit that Mr. Phelps
appears to have fixed. I shall be very glad to hear any expres-
~ sion of sentiment that while it may not reach the extent of a
hundred dollars, yet shows full support and sympathy with the
movement.

Mg. Frank L. Pope:—I think, Mr. Pres1dent, that we may
feel that the more money we raise in the Institute the greater
amount we can get outside. People are always more willing to
aid those who show a disposition to help themselves. I think
we shall have very little trouble in raising the rest of it.

Tar PresipENT : —It seems to me, Captain Michaelis, that your
motion would now be in order—that we get a house. (Laughter.)
Our good friend, Mr. Bogart; at the door, has gone through just
this experience.

ProrEssor ANTHONY: I have been waiting for the hundred
dollar men to get through. College professors, perhaps, cannot
be expected to go so far as men who are working commercially,
but I will be glad to put in fifty dollars. (Applause.) '

Tae Prespent: I think that college professors are the poorest
paid class of men in this country, considering what they do to
promote our best interests, and I regard that as a noble contribu-
tion, and one which will be appreciated by the Instltute to the
.full

as well as a college professor, but I received a note from eight
little Michaelises, and they each said they would give two dollars
and a half towards this movement. (Applause )

Tar Presest:~—The limit may be raised. Do you wish to
make the motion you spoke of, Captain Michaelis ?

Capraiy Micnagrss:—I think, My. President, that the Insti-

e e e
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tute has already expressed itself very decidedly on the matter,
and I do not think any further motion will be necessary.

The regular programme of the afternoon session of the general
meeting was then resumed, begmmng with a paper by Professor
Elihu Thomson. (See volume iv of the Transactions.)

At the close of the afternoon session of the general meeting
the following resolution was introduced by the Secretary :

Resolved : That the sincere and heartfelt thanks of the Amer-
ican Institute of Electrical Engineers bé and are hereby extended
to the American Society of Civil Engineers, and its able and hos-
pitable secretary, Mr. John Bogart, and his assistants, for their
continued favors and courtesy tendered to us, beginning with the
organization of this society, and continued during its progress '
toward its final establishment upon a firm and enduring basis.

Resolwved : That whereas imitation is the sincerest form of ap-
probation, that we pledge our efforts to exercise our means and
energies to the immediate establishment of a home of our own, to
which we hope hereafter to extend our hospitality to all engineers
of ‘every branch who may desire to avail themselves of the infor-
mation developed as the introduction of electric industries grows
in public importance.

" The resolution was adopted.

Trr Seorerary:—I also beg leave to offer the following reso-
lution:

- Resolved: That the members and associates of the American
Institute of Electrical Engineers, as a slight appreciation of the
courtesies extended to us by Mr. Erastus Wiman, President of
the Telemeter Company, and Mr. O. C. Martin, Chief Engineer
of the East River Bridge, do hereby extend their hearty thanks
for the thoughtfulness and hospitality of those gentlemen in pro-
viding for a most enjoyable scientific and social entertainment in
connection with their annual meeting.

The resolution was adopted.

Mg. Marrrovx :—I would like to call attention to the fact that
no action has been taken yet to perpetuate the arrangement in
vogue last year for monthly meetings.

Trr Presipent :—It is within the diseretion of the Council.

Mkg. Mariroux :—It was intended to have some amendment to
the Constitution at this meeting, was it not ¢
" Tue PresmenT :—It was found that no action was necessary.

The general meeting then adjourned.
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Business transacted at the meeting of the American Institute
of Electrical Engineers at 136 5th Avenue, June 28th, 1887. .

Ture Presipent :-—The business of the evening, as you are
aware, is the reading of a paper by Mr George W. Blodgett, on
Electrical Train Lighting, and we shall have much pleasure in
listening to that paper. But before doing so, in accordance with
a resolution passed at our last meeting, the Committee on Per-
manent Quarters has a report to make, and I will therefore call
for Mr. George M. Phelps, Jr., Chairman of that Committee, to
make a report. .

Mge. Parrps:—Mr. Chairman and gentleinen, it will take but
. 2 moment to say all we have to say. The committee has suc-
ceeded reasonably well in its work so far. Circumstances have
prevented our having so fully matured a plan to report as we
might have wished. In the first place, as to the subscriptions
since the annual meeting. The subscriptions now amount among
the membership, with very few exceptions, to between $4,400
and $4.500, and, in addition to that, I may say there is virtually
pledged a single subseription of $1,000 by a prominent gentleman
whose name we are not at liberty to announce; but we are so
confident of the matter, that I can say we have the expectation
that the subscriptions have reached about $5,500 towards the
$10,000, at which figure we fixed the minimum amount.

With respect to getting a house, we found very hearty co-ope- -

ration on the part of the Society of Civil Engineers. They in-
vited us to meet a committee of their body and to confer as to
joint action, as they needed more room. Their suggestion was
-that we might combine our efforts and resources with theirs
and they have evinced a very cordial spirit. Mr. Worthen,
the President of the Civil Engineers, said that he regarded the
Electrical Engineers as a branch of the general body of Civil En-
gineers, and had set his mind and heart upon having us with them
in some distinct and permanent fashion, and the first plan pro-
posed, and the plan to which we gave some attention for a week
or two, was to get possession, either ourselves or the Civil Engi-
neers, it matters not which perhaps, of the building adjoining the
Civil Engineers in Twenty-third street, with a view of having a
common audience room which both societies could use, and then
dividing the rest of the room between us in some suitable manner.
But we found it was of no use to work on that line, because the
house absolutely could not be bought. Since then, in consequence

S
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of the very cordial desire manifested by the Civil Engineers, that
we should work with them in some way, we have abandoned for
the present any attempt to select or purchase a house of our own
in any locality; that is to say, we think it is possible by further
conference with the Civil Engineers to work to some such plan as
this: The purchase of a suitable amount of land somewhere aud
the erection of a building large enough to accommodate both socie-
ties and possibly also the Mechanical Engineers. The members
will perceive in this suggestion some resemblance to the scheme
which was occasionally outlined by Col. Hazard, who was on the
old Committee on Permanent Quarters. The idea has always been
a good one, and the Committee are of the opinion, that there is a .
reasonable prospect of our carrying out a programme of that
kind after a further conference with the Society of Civil En-
gineers and their committee. That is the present state of the

-matter. There is no definite programme on hand for the purchase
“of any particular house, and we are going on from day to day and

from week to week in adding to the subscription list with the
view of carrying out such a plan as I have indicated.

I might say one word in particular, germane to the work of
this committee, that it is very gratifying to observe the growth in
membership that has taken place since the last annual meeting.
Forty new members have been added, and I understand there are
twenty-five to be acted upoa at the next council meeting.
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