F. L. Hutchinson

Succumbs to Heart Failure

AN UNTIMELY END came to a
noble career when death stilled the coura-
geous, fighting heart of F. L. Hutchinson,
well beloved national secretary of the In-
stitute, at 12:30 a.m., Feb. 26, 1932.
Literally a martyr to the cause of his
chosen life work, Mr. Hutchinson gave
to Institute problems so generously of
his indefatigable energies that he was
unable to withstand the attack of heart
trouble which finally took its fatal toll.
The membership of the Institute has lost
a leader militant in the defense of its
best interests; the officers an able

and willing team mate; the staff

a kindly, keenly alert, inspiring
taskmaster; and his family a de-

voted companion.

EArRLY EXPERIENCE

Frederick Lane Hutchinson was

born in Elizabeth, N. J., April 2,
1866. He began his business ex-
perience in the service of the
Pennsylvania Railroad Company
in one of its principal offices in
New York City, where he had
several years’ experience in ac-
counts, correspondence, and gen-
eral office work. In 1889 he
entered Cornell University and
was graduated from the electrical
engineering course in 1893, when
he entered the employ of the
Westinghouse Electric and Manu-
facturing Company. After several
years’ experience in the manufac-
turing, testing, engineering, and
sales departments in Newark,
N. J., New York City, and Pitts-
burgh, Pa., he was transferred
to the publication department,
where for several years he was
employed in preparing the techni-
cal literature of the Westinghouse
company.

In 1901 he became manager of
the publication department of the
C. W. Hunt Company, New York,
and in the following year became
advertising manager of the National
Electric Company of Milwaukee, Wis.
A year later he was made manager of
electrical sales for the same company.

A.LLE.E. Work

In 1904 Mr. Hutchinson returned to
New York and undertook some special
work on the Transactions of the Ameri-
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can Institute of Electrical Engineers.
Gradually the secope of his work was in-
creased until, in February 1908, upon
recommendation of Secretary Ralph W.
Pope, he was appointed assistant secre-
tary. Upon Secretary Pope’s resignation
after 27 years of service with the Institute,
Mr. Hutchinson was, in August 1911,
appointed acting secretary by the board
of directors. On January 12, 1912, the
board of directors of the Institute unani-
mously appointed him national secretary,
upon the unanimous recommendation of

FREDERICK LANE HUTCHINSON
1866 - 1932

the Institute’s secretary committee.

Mr. Hutchinson became an Associate
of the Institute in 1894 and was trans-
ferred to the grade of Member in 1913.
He was thoroughly familiar with the
history and policies of the Institute, the
scope and duties of its numerous com-
mittees and representatives, and the
relations of the Institute to other engi-
neering and similar organizations, both
in this country and abroad. He was one

of the delegates of the Institute to the
World Power Conference, London, 1924,
and to the World Engineering Congress,
Tokyo, 1929. He served as a member of
various Institute committees, both before
and after he became secretary. Immedi-
ately prior to his death he was a member
of committees having supervision of
several important activities, including
publications, coordination of Institute
activities, award of Edison Medal, and
maintenance of Institute headquarters.
Mr. Hutehinson also was a representative
of the Institute on the Assembly
of American Engineering Council,
the division of engineering and
industrial research of the Na-
tional Research Council, and on
the Engineering Societies Library
Board. He was an enthusiastic
worker for the development of
the engineer and for the enhance-
ment of the engineering profes-
sion, and was identified with
various joint endeavors of the
national engineering societies and
allied organizations the efforts of
which were directed toward that
end.

InsTITUTE GREW RAPIDLY

His long experience as assistant
secretary particularly qualified
him for the duties of secretary.
At the time of his appointment
the Institute had little more than
one-third of its present member-
ship, and its rapid growth and
increasing activities made grow
ing demands upon the secretary’s
office, in meeting which Mr.
Hutchinson displayed marked ex-
ecutive ability. He combined a
very pleasing personality with a
highly judicial temperament.
With characteristic energy he
mastered every phase of the In-
stitute’s activities, and the direc-
tors and governing committees of
the Institute came to defer more
and more to his judgment in all

matters of Institute management. To
every suggestion for the improvement of
the Institute or changes in its policy he
accorded a careful and impartial con-
sideration, and the fairness of his decisions
gained the respect and confidence of all
with whom he dealt.

As the work of the Institute increased,
Mr. Hutchinson gradually built up a
small staff of assistants to whom he was
the guide and inspiration. He inaugu-
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rated a series of monthly office conferences
at which reports of each of the depart-
ments were presented and discussed.
These conferences were marked by the
utmost frankness and cordiality, and
Mr. Hutchinson’s leadership encouraged
the enthusiastic cooperation of his busi-
ness associates.

In addition to his Institute membership

Mr. Hutchinson was a member of the
American Association for the Advance-
ment of Science, the American Sociologi-
cal Society, and the American Academy
of Political and Social Science. Mr.
Hutchinson also was a member of the
Engineers’ Club of New York, and of the
Cornell University Club of New York.

Mr. Hutchinson’s last illness really

started prior to the recent winter con-
vention. For two weeks he was down
with a severe case of grippe from which
he had not recovered when he returned to
his office to take part in the rush of con-
vention activities. Indomitable, he re-
mained at his post until February 8, then
to return to his sick-bed never to leave
it alive.

CHARLES F. SCOTT (A'92, F'95, HM'29,
president 1902-3)—Since Mr. Hutchinson
entered Secretary Pope’s office as an assis-
tant nearly 30 years ago the Institute mem-
bership has increased from 1,800 to 18,000
and its activities have increased in like
ratio. In this development he has been a
quiet, constructive force. As secretary for
a score of years he has shown rare tact and
skill in carrying out the policies and in-
structions of presidents and boards, while
exercising his own good judgment and im-
pressing hisown ideas. While other officers
have come and gone he has been a con-
tinuing, directive, creative factor in the
development of the Institute. He was a
wide reader and student of affairs, inter-
ested in economic trends and social evo-
lution, with high ideals of the responsibili-
ties of the engineer as citizen. | realize the
loss to our electrical group, and to the
engineering profession. But to me there
comes a keen sense of personal loss in the
passing of my long-time associate and sym-
pathetic friend. His enlarging vision and
progressive ideals engendered increasing
appreciation and regard. How deep these
were | did not fully realize until the shock
of the telegram announcing his death.

M. I. PUPIN, (A’'90, F15, HM’28, presi-
dent 1995-6)—I have just received the sad
news of the death of our national secre-
tary. It is shocking news; it will cast a deep
shadow of sadness over our beloved Insti-
tute, just as it has cast it over me. Hisdeath
is an irreparable loss to the Institute and to
all its friends and his friends. | am one of
them. While president of the Institute |
met Mr. Hutchinson often and got to know
him quite intimately. | always admired him
and loved him, and when | got to know him
more ‘intimately | admired him and loved
him even more. He was a loyal servant of
the Institute and one of its most devoted
members. His memory will live long in
the hearts of our Institute membership and
it will be the memory of the most dis-
tinguished servant of the Institute.

GANO DUNN (A'91, F12, president
1911-12)—F. L. Hutchinson was a great
Secretary. Asassistant to his beloved pred-
ecessor, Ralph W. Pope, a fine loyalty long
concealed his abilities. Upon Mr. Pope’s
elevation to the Honorary Secretaryship,
during my presidency in 191112, the
country was scoured for a “big man” ap-
propriate to the Institute’s growth and in-
creasing importance, but a trial period of a
few months quickly discovered that we al-
ready possessed him. We were in the posi-
tion of the mariners dying of thirst off the
mouth of the Amazon, who were signaled
to cast their buckets overboard. Hutchin-
SOon was an organization statesman whom
the title of National Secretary did not
adequately describe. His capacity for self-

F. L. Hutchinson as Seen by Some of Those with Whom He Has Worked

effacing leadership under successive presi-
dencies of one-year terms contributed in
unmeasured degree to developing the use-
fulness of the American Institute of Elec-
trical Engineers to her members and the
public, and to establishing her high rank in
the respect of her sister societies and the
engineering profession throughout the
world. Solving his problems by methods
that were creative and constructive, rather
than controversial or regulatory, he knew
the value of goodwill and cooperation
untainted by self-interest. His word was
his bond and his personality radiated humor
and trustworthiness. Our Institute has lost
her focus and thousands of her members a
dear friend.

FRANK B. JEWETT (A'03, F12, president
19992-3)—In the death of F. L. Hutchinson,
the electrical engineering profession in
America has lost much more than the ser-
vices of a highly efficient and effective
secretary. To many members of the Insti-
tute the news of his death will bring pangs
of poignant grief in the knowledge that
they have lost a sincere, kindly, and always
helpful friend. For nearly two decades
the development and growth of the Insti-
tute to its present position as one of the
great engineering societies of the world
has been very largely influenced by Mr.
Hutchinson. During his occupancy of the
secretarial office, presidents, no two of
them alike in their methods or purposes
have come and gone in a continuing pro-
cession. To one and all Mr. Hutchinson
proved to be a sound and discriminating
counselor whose advice has insured the
avoidance of many a pitfall. Probably none
of us appreciate fully the extent to which
this quiet, unobtrusive, but forceful man
has been the guiding force which has di-
rected the course of the Institute in new
and uncharted waters or through the turbu-
lent seas of potential discord which are
always present when many men of many
minds meet for discussion and action. Never
seeking to take the center of the stage even
when his greater familiarity with and under-
standing of some situation would have made
this easily possible, he nevertheless always,
in his quiet way, offered exactly the right
suggestion at exactly the right time. Many
a brilliant piece of work for which some-
one else was acclaimed the author was in
the last analysis the embodiment of his
mature conclusions.

W. S. LEE (A’04, F13, president 1930-1)
—It is with a sense of deep personal loss
that | learn of the death of F. L. Hutchinson.
My close association with him during my
term as president of the Institute afforded
me an opportunity of knowing him inti-
mately and of observing and appreciating
his zeal and enthusiasm for the work of our
organization and his indefatigable industry

in its behalf. Not only was Mr. Hutchinson
zealous in the cause of his own organiza-
tion, but he was always ready and effective
in his cooperation with other engineering
and business organizations, and with the
public in general. His ability to bring
about effective coordination between our
own and other organizations was unusual,
reflecting not only the real capacity of the
man but an earnestness of purpose and a
sincerity that commanded the respect and
admiration of all who knew him. In his
passing not only the Institute but the engi-
neering profession generally and the public
have sustained a severe loss.

C. E. SKINNER (A'99, F12, president
1931-2)—1 was shocked beyond measure
to learn of the death of National Secretary
F. L. Hutchinson. The Institute has suffered
an irreparable loss in his passing. For many
years, as administrations came and went,
Mr. Hutchinson has been the real guiding
spirit of the Institute. To him far more than
any other individual the Institute owes its
present position among the national asso-
ciations of the United States. He handled
all of its relations with outstanding wisdom
and unfailing tact. He was universally re-
spected and admired by all who knew him
whether it be through official contact or
through mere personal acquaintanceship.
Presidents and boards of the Institute have
depended upon him and have placed im-
plicit confidence in his execution of the
exacting duties of his office. His death
comes as a great personal loss to me as it
must to every member of the Institute who
has ever made his acquaintance.

C. W.RICE (A'97,F12, secretary A.S.M.E.)
—Mr. Hutchinson’s contribution to every
situation was constructive, broad-gaged and
progressive. With an intimate, almost daily,
association since 1904 when he first took
up the work of the Institute, | cannot re-
member a single instance where he took a
position with respect to any subject that
was not favorable to the accomplishment of
the highest purpose of the project in hand.
He was particularly able in clearing up a
situation and had the invaluable habit of
putting the matter under discussion in such
shape that the group could act. In this
process he gave his opinion with such
courtesy that one could differ and the dis-
cussion be absolutely impersonal. Then,
with absolute mental honesty and unselfish-
ness, he would phrase the consensus of
opinion even though not with his own ap-
proval. Every member of the Institute and
every engineer with whom he ever came
in contact will join in the tribute that Mr.
Hutchinson directly contributed to the en-
hancement of the prestige of the profession
and by so doing advanced the influence of
the Institute.
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F. L. Hutehinson

Succumbs to Heart Failure

An untimely end came to a noble career when death
stilled the courageous, fighting heart of F.L.Hutehinson,
well beloved national secretary of the Institute, at 12.30
a.m., Feb., 26, 1932. Literally a martyr to the cause of his
chosen life work, Mr. Hutchinson gave to Institute problems
so generously of his indefatigable energies that he was unable
to withstand the attack of heart trouble which finally took
its fatal toll. The membership of the Institute has lost a
leader militant in the defense of its best interests; the of-
ficers an able and willing team mate; the staff a kindly, keenly
alert, iunspiring taskmaster; and his family a devoted companion.

Barly Experience

Frederick Lane Hutchinson was borm in Elizabeth, N.d.,
April B, 1866. He began his business experience in the service
of the Penmsylvania Railroad Company in one of its principal
offices in New York City, where he had several years! experi-
ence in accounts, correspondence, and general office work. In
1889 he. entered Cormell University and was graduated from the
electrical engineering course in 1893, when he entered the
employ of the Westinghouse glectric and Manufaeturing Company.
Af'ter several years' experience in the manufacturing, testing,
engineering, and sales departments in Newark, N.J., New York

City, and Pittsburgh, Pa., he was transferred to the publication



department, where for several years he was employed in brea
paring the technical literature of the Westinghouse Company.

In 1901 he became manager of the publication depart-
ment of the C.W.Hunt Company, New York, and in the following
year, advertising manager of the National &#lectric Company of
Milwaukee, Wis. A year later he was made manager of eleetri-
cal sales for the same company. v

A I.B.E, Viork

In 1904 lir. Hutchinson returned to New Yérk and under-
took some speecial work on the lransactions of the American
Institute of &lectrical Engineers.  Gradually the scope of his
work was increased until, in February 1908, upon recommenda-
tion of decretary Ralph ﬁ. Pope, he was appointed assistant
secretary. Upon Secretary Pope's resignation after 27 years
of service with the Institute, Mr. Hutchinson was, in August
1211, appointed acting secretary by the board of direetors.

On January lg, 1912, the board of directors of the Institute
unanimously appointed him national secretary, upon the unanimous
recommendation of the Institute'!s secretary committee.

Mr. Hutehinson became an Associate of the Institute
in 1894 and was transferred to the grade of Member in 1913.
He was thoroughly familiar with the history and policies of the
lnstitute, the scope and duties of its numerous committees and
representatives, and the relations of the Institute to other
engineering and similar organizations, both in this country and

abroad. He was one of the delegates of the Institute to the



World Power Conference, London, 1924, and to the World Engi-
neering Congress, Tokyo, 1929. He served as a member of various
Institute committees, both before and after he became secretary.
Tmmediately prior to his death he was a member of committees hav-
ing supervision of several important activities, including pub-
lications, coordination of Institute activities, award of Edison
Medal, and maintenance of Institute headquarters. Mr. Hutchinson
also was a representative of the Imstitute on the Assembly of
American “ngineering Council, the division of engineering and
industrial research of the National Research Couneil, and on the
Engineering Societies Library Board. He was an enthusiastic
worker for the development of the engineer and for the enhance-
ment of the engineering profession, and was identified with vari-
ous joint endeavors of the national engineering societies and
allied organizations, the efforts of which were directed toward
that end.
Institute Grew Rapidly

Mr. Hutchinson's long experience as assistant secretary
particularly gualified him for the duties of secretary. At the
time of his appointment the Institute had little more than one-
third of its present membership, and its rapid growth and inereas-
ing activities made growing demands upon the secretary's offlce,
in meeting which Mr. Hutchinson displayed marked executive abil-
ity. He combined a very pleasing personality with a highly
Judicial temperament. With characteristie energy he mastered
every phase of the Institute's activities, and the directors and

governing committees of the Institute came to defer more and more



to his judgment in all matters of Institute management. To
every suggestion for the improvement of the Institute or
changes in its policy he accorded a careful and impartial con-
sideration, and the fairness of his decisions gained the res-
pect and confidence of all with whom he dealt.

As the work of the Institute increased, #r. Hutchinson
gradually built up a small staff of assistants to whom he was
the guide and inspiration. He inaugurated a series of monthly
office conferences at which reports of each of the departments
were presented and discussed, and the current work at headquar-
ters assigned. These conferences were marked by the utmost
frankness and cordiality, and lir. Hutchinson's leadership -en-
couraged the enthusiastic cooperation of his business associates.

Other Affiliations
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In addition to his Institute membership, Mr. Hutchinson
was a member of the American Association}for the -Advancement of
Science, the fmerican Bociological Society,and the American
Academy of Politiéal and Soeial Science. Mr. Hutchinson was
also a member of the Engineers' Club of New York City, and of
the Cornell University Club of New York City. He was a member -

of the Glen Ridge, N.J., Congregational Church.



Mir. Hutchinson's last illness really started prior
to the recent A.l.E.&. Winter Convention. For two weeks he
was down with a severe case of grippe from which he had not
recovered when he rose from his sick-bed to return to his
office to take part in the rush of convention activities.
Indomitable, he remained at his post until February 8, then
to return to his sick-bed never to leave it alive. He died
in the Homeopathic Hospital, East Orange, N.J. -

Besides his widow, Grace Duryee Hutchinson, lir.
Hutchinson is survived by a sister, liiss Annie G. Hutchinson
of Elizabeth, N.J., a brother, William, of Newark, N.J., and
two stepsons, G. W. Duryee of Glendale, Calif., and L@ﬁ;ence
M. Duryee of Norwalk,‘Conn. Funeral services were held at
his late residence, 13 Douglas Road, Glen Ridge, N.J., at

h 2:30 p.m. Monday, February 29, 1932. Interment was private.
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