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Signal Officer of the Army; Rear Admiral Noyes,
Director of Naval Communications; Breckinridge
Long, Solicitor of the State Department, and Assis-
tant Secretary of the Treasury Gaston. Mr. Long
would in all probability have as his alternate Thomas
Burke, head of the State Department International
Communications Division, and Mr. Gaston would
have as his alternate¢ Commander Farley, Coast
Guard Communications Officer.

A major task of thejtelephone and telegraph com-
panies during the past month—and one which will
continue through August—has been advance plan-

\ ning for the wire facilities which they will have to

‘furrush for the pres ntly expanded encampinents
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I'The FCC is now cc%mpletmg the organization of
) special staff of nearly 500 field inspectors and
trks which will have 1he two-fold national defense
sk of patrolling the radio spectrum for “fifth
umn” and espionage radio transmissions, and of
amining the c1t1zenshfcp of licensed radio operators
1 probably the empldyes of wire and cable com-
ifies. FCC Chairman Fly has had several con-
ences with the leadmc executives of the com-
nications companies in T\evx York on the citizen-
b problem of their, émployes and has received

ellent cooperation m‘ oa1d to his ideas about

ding against any pq :")ility of sabotage or dis-
rion of service. '

A. T. & T. Executive

Given Post on Defense Commission

THE communications industry was given its first

major representation on the National Defense
Adyisory Commission, when William H. Harrison, |
Vice-President and Chief Efgiieer o the American
Telephone and Telegraph Co was selected by
William S. Knudsen, co- “chairman of the Commis-
sion, as its director of construction for production
facilities. Mr. Harrison was given the difficult task
of planning and coordinating all industrial plant
construction and expansion to meet defense produc-
tion necds.

In announcing the appointment, Mr. Knudsen
said that he had selected the A. T. & T. executive
because of the experience he gained while he was
in general charge of the construction activities of
the Bell System in every state of the Union—a task
which had given him a wide knowledge of industrial
construction problems. Mr. Knudsen said that be-
cause of his Bell System career, Mr. Harrison had
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a unique knowledge of the architectural and engi-
neering professions and building construction indus-
try throughout the country. The A. T. & T. Vice-
President will not deal with problems of the com-
munications industry but his work will be related to
plant construction particularly in connection with
such defense production fields as munitions, air-
planes, tanks and other mechanized units. He will
have to decide important questions regarding con-
struction and amortization plans for such expansion
of industrial plants.
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ummer heat of Washing-
ton has brought a cgssation of FCC activities and

the Commission has gone 'on a vacation schedule

consisting of a single meeting each month.

There is, however, considerable grist in the FCC
mill ready for production when meetings are re-
sumed in the fall. Fpr the telegraph industry, it is
anticipated that a heaging will be staged on the Com-
mission’s inquiry intp the pickup and delivery ser-
vices which will probably be one of the most inter-
esting proceedings t held by the F CC. __Anothar
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; S'fgr//simxi:n Bell System com-
panies. \Two inquities also are being considered by
the FCC—one intol the question of the division of
toll compensation be¢tween Bell Companies and Inde-
pendents and another into the question of the hotel
surcharges on integstate long distance phone calls.

ications Situation
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European Commun

Closely Watched b

HE shifting
Europe is being
ington authorities

f communications facilities in
carefully observed by the Wash-
charged with international com-
munications problems, particularly the State Depart-
ment and Naval Communications. The phase of
greatest importange is the apparently determined
effort of the “Axi§” powers of Germany and Italy
to gain complete cgntrol of the transoceanic commu-
nications facilities fin Europe. But only the future
outcome of the war will produce the success or
failure of the ““Axis” nations in this goal because of
the British dominance in European communications.

In all of the Icupied territory, the Nazi com-
mand has refused to permit reestablishment of
normal communications, except in the case of Den-
mark where Mackay Radio and Telegraph Co. was




