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Ir. F. L. Hutchinson, Secretary,
33 West 39th Street,
New York City, N. Y.

Dear Ir. Hutchinson:-

I am at loss %o know what to do in certain cases like
the enclosed, and woulid therefore be pleased if you would kindly ask the Com-
mittee on Membership, or whoever else may be in amthority, for advice for me.

I have been agked by quite a number of members to sign
such papers of certification for ftransfers, and as it is very embarrassing
for me to decline doing so, and as, on the other hand, I do not wish to sign

_such certifications when I cannot do so counscientiously,- I would be greatly

obliged if someone in authority on this matter would kindly instruct me as I
have several such pending cases unow,

Before this change in the Constitution I felt less hesifancy
in signing applications in cases in which the applicant was & personal friend,
but nevertheless I knew very little about his past experience, &und becsuse I
could explain matters to the Committee when I received the usual blank form.

: As I understand it, the case is now different and that those
who gign such applications for transfer to Fellow, actually 'certify" that the
applicant has to the signer's own personal knowledge had the experience re-
guired, and had done the work required. That is, that no further inquiry will
be made by the Committee, the certification of the certifiers being deemed suf- .
ficient. This makes me much more cautious.

Formerly I used to answer such requests by saying that I
wes willing to sign, but that it would do no good as I did not have the yec-
gssary personal kmowledge. In the present case however, 1 1u1c}.ers‘te.\ A ﬁ‘c my
signature is considered to be an actual certification that to iy o ?\%ersoml
Imowledge the required work was done; hence no matter how goodgq ; ehd the ap-
plicant is, and no matter how high en opinion I have of him, f%o do not jnow
of his past work personally insted of by hearsay, I coull fgot c
gign such papers. \F§j

- Will someone in smthority kindly @r' e this matpet
me, as I am in a very embarrassing position. Some o friends gee y T

that because I sm a past President, that therefore my signatureiy

has a better personal knowledge of the applicant's worke In this I think hey
are entirely wrong, and I have had to write them this frequently. Yy,

Suppose I know from & man's history, as distinguished from
personal knowledge, that he had done very creditable work which in my opinion
fitted him to become a PFellow, would I be justified in signing such papers; my
opinion is that as I thereby sigm the clause "I hereby certify, etc.", I must
have direct personal imowledge. If I am mistaken in this please let me Iknow,
as it would be & great relief to me.



\ In the present case of Mr. Cowles for instance, I have

never been personally associated with him, and could not wvouch for the fact
that he personally did the very creditable and valuable work which history cred-
its to the Cowles Brothers. That this pioneering work was valuable,no one
guestions, but personally I do.not know whether it was he or his brother that
deserved the credit. I know of nothing done by him in the later years, and from
personal conversations with him I personally do not consider that he has a very
clear understanding of certain things that he talks about. (Please consider
this remark as strictly confidential) As he is inelined to show this deficiency
(a deficiency in my opinion) in his public discussions,I naturally have consid-
erable hesitancy in being on record as & certifier of his abilities to be a
Tellow, as from his public utbtterances his listeners might seriously question
his present abilities to be a Fellow. On the other hand, the very valuable and
creditable pioneering work done by him and his brother many years ago might en~
title him to such distinction, even tho at present he may not have kept up with
modern developments.

I am also anxious to know the opinions of the Commaittee on
account of my own transfer, as I have great hesitancy to ask anyone to sign my
papers, as many of my good friends know of my work only thru my publicatiouns,
ag distinguished from a personal knowledge of my engineering work. I should
dislike to put them in the same embarrassing position that some of my friends
have put me into, in asking me to sign their papers.

Thanking you in advance for taking this trouble to instruct
me as to the understanding of the authorities on this matter, I remeain,

Yours very truly,

Lot
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July 3lst, 1912,

lr, Carl Hering,
. #929 Chestmt Street,
Philadelphia, Pa,

Dear lr, Heringie

I have been expecting that the Board of Examiners would
hold a final maetmg for the admini strative year during the early
part of this week, at which time it was my purpose to mubmit your
mtter of July 17th relating to the transfer of Inastitute f;.mmbera
urzder the Special Section of the Constitution, The Board ham ,jum
: decided that a meeting win not be necessary, owing to the small
volume of business to come before it, and as its term of offige
eXpires to-day, I do not think it advisable to delay further in
rapiyingg to your letter, espeeially in view of the fagt that the new
Board, which will be appointed by President }mruhon, may not meet

until ::’septumb@r.

The difficulty which has presented itself to you was
anticipated by the committee whidh framed the con stitutional amend- - 4 1
m&ma. and also by the Board of Directors, which discussed the |

certification feature at length at their Jiay meeting, It was
realized that this clause might entail something of a hardship
upon a numb er of appli cants, and, in some cases, cause embarrasse
ment to the members referred to , but the Board recognized the
importance of safeguarding in some way admission to the higher
grades of membership, and it was felt by inserting the clause

requiring certification by the references of an applicant's
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eligivility for transfer to the grade applied for, and the publica=
tion of the names of the certifiers in the Institute Proceedings,
applicants not qualified for transfer would be excluded from the
higher grades, The attitude of the Board we think is dlearly
indicated by its approval of the reference forms which we are using
in connection with transfer applications under the Special Sections,
such as the fomm 'forward&d to you in Mr, Cowle's application, This
form was recommended by the Board of Examiners, to which it was
first submitted, The Board in the course of its discusaion on

the subject called special attention to the desirability of so
wording the form as to permit of no reply other than a positive
certification of the appli aant'a. fitness for transfer, it being
assumed of em"rm that the person referred to would not sign the
form if he gould not so certify,

; Poasiblye you were not aware that in applicationm for tmnnfer
m&de under the Special Section the Board of Ixaminers hm not
before it the record of the applicant, or any other information
that willjj enable it to judge as to the applicant's qualifiocations
for tranafer, which makes it all the more necessary way we should
have a definite statement from the gentlemen referred to, who
practically act as a Board of lxaminers,

It is plain that the Speecial Sections of the Constitution proe
viding for the transfer of present Members and Associates can admit
of but one constriction; namely, members referred to ﬁmat certify
that an aﬁpli cant meets the requirements of the grade applied for,
if he ig to be transferred, ©Such certification, I think, should

be made from personal knowledge,

e
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1 understand from some prominent meuwbers that they have in
some cases written applicants who referred to them to the ef:t'pet
that they regret their inability to certify, but that they do not
feel thot they are sufficiently familiar with the applicant's
work and experience to testify of their own personal knowledge,
and therefore mey wgg@at that the sapplicant send to Institute
‘ \-Iheaaquartarn some additional references to Members who are in a
‘ 'pﬁaitian to meke the required certification,

The 8pecial Sections, as you probably know, have been |
-m'&ex'pamted in the amendments only for the purpose of taking care
of present Members and Associates, Regular spplications for transe

for will be hremwd as fomerly, and not require certifi mtian on

the part of references, In these cases the appli cant must mmﬁ. :

his reww, and give the nmmen of refercences who will be aﬁked
for mrtain ;n:t‘ux‘matian, and the Board of Examiners w&ll then |
pass judgment upon the appliocation, ‘ f

Trusting that this will give you the desired informaticn

and enable you th act intelligently, I am, Ak

Very truly yours, A

Searetarxy,

P.8., « The form relating to Mr, A, H, Cowles is returned
to you herewith for sucdh action as you decide to take,
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PHILADELPHIA, PA, September 28, 1912.

Mre Fe L. Hutehinson,
Ameriean Institute of Electriecal Engineers,
33 West 32th Street,
New York City, Ne Y.

Dear Mr. Hutehinson:=

It looks from the enclosed that the system has been
changed and that the references of applicants are no longer asked to vouch
for the applicants®' eligibility, but are merely asked to give their knowl-
edge of their past work, as was formerly the case.

This is a very important change and as I receive quite
a number of these blanks to fill out, I would be obliged to you if you would
kindly confirm my understanding of this change. The reason is that I have
been placed in very embarrassing positions by personal friends who have
asked me for permission to use my name in this transfer to Fellow, when I
really had no direct personal knowledge of their work altho I had known them
socially for many years; and in such cases I have had to make lengthy apol-
ogetic replies for asking to be excused.

If the other system however is again in vogue, as appears
from the enclosed, I would not have to make these unpleasant apologies as the
Committee will then see from my replies that I have no direct personal knowl-
edge; and in such cases I can write the applicant ( as I have done in many
cages prior to the recent Amendment) that he is welcome to use my name but
that it would do him more good to refer to someone better acquainted with his
work. This relieves me of embarrassment.

This brings me back to the case of Alfred Cowles about which
I wrote you several months ago. I would be very glad to sigm a paper like the
enclosed for Mr. Cowles, altho I could not conscientiously sign the original one
sent me. If it is not too late to make this change in the blank forms %n
Mr. Cowles' case I would be glad to sign a paper like the enclosed, as I felt
quite badly not to be able to sign the first paper.

Personally I think the present form is by far the better
as it eliminates the possibility of an unworthy applicant getting five person-
al friends to put him thru automatically, and sometimes it saves the references 3 ,

in a genuine case ) considerable embarrassment.

Regretting to trouble you in this matter, I remain,

Yery truly yours,

sk . Dot /@7

-’



September 30, 1912,

Mr. Carl Hering,
929 Chestnut Street,
Philadelphia, Pemsylvania,

Dear 8ir:

I acknowledge receipt of your letter of the 28th inst.,
enclosing the reference form sent you in cann&ctio; with ;h@ ape
plication of Mr. N. Monroe Hopkins, and raising certain questiogs
in regard to transfersg.

The form which yu returned is the form used in connootion
with applications for transfer to the grade of Fellow mode under the
regular scotions of the constitutdon. It is the "old" form, and has
not been superesded,

The other form to vhioh you refer, i.e., the one sent you
in connection with the applieatian for transfer made by Hr. Cowles,
ie elso in force. It is used in commection with transfers under tﬁa
special gection of the conmtitution which was ddopted last Spring,
and it will be in force un®il May 1, 1913. 7his special seetion
provides that members who were in good standing at the time the asmend-
ments were adopted wonuld have the right to be transferred to the noxt
higher grade without complying with all the regular sections of the
econe titution, but simply by referring to the required number of Member

or Fellows, who upen inquiry from this office certify that the appli=
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cant meets the requirements for the grade desired.

The purpose of the spocinl section was 4o provide a
simple way for the transfer to the next higher grafe of all members
who were on the list at the time the amendments were adopted., In
other words, this special section was an inportant part of the plan
to have throe grados éf nenbership,i.0. ,Asgociates, Hembers and
Fellows, instead of the former two grades,namely, Associates and
Hembers «

A number of other proninent nmembers have bheen placed in
the same posifion that you speal:t of, namely, their names have been
uged as references by members opplying for transfer under the special
section, and in meny cases they do not feel that they Imow enough
avout the epplicant's engincering roaord %o certify that hoemeots the
requirenents. In such cases, nerhaps thd simy&q@t way is not Yo re-
turn the form %o this office, in vwhich case after a reasonable time
has elapsed we will simply notify the applicant that the naggbred
number of certifications has not beon recsived, and therefore @e will
suggest that he eend the nmmes of a few more references. In such ocagie
we will not giﬁ@ the names of the original relerences who have failed
to reply, 8o that no omharrassmont need be caused, This method will
avoid the necessity of you and other references writing to the spplie
cant and explaining that you do not feel qualified to make the re-
quired certifieation, although there is, of course, no objection %o
your doing this 1if desired.

Very truly yours,

Secretary.

FLE/N
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929 CHES'}.‘NUT STREET

PHILADELPHIA, Pa. QOctober 4, 1912.

Mre e L. Hutchinson, Secretary, -
American Institute of Electrical Engineers
35 West 39th Street,
New York City, N. Y.

My dear lMr. Hutchinson:w

Thanks for your kind and very
full reply of September 30th concerning my inquiries.
I was very glad that you explained it to me and that
you made the suggestions vhich you did.

I will do as you suggest and
not return the papers concerning Mr. Cowles. I will
say nothing about it and he will not know that I dia
not sign them. I wish to repeat however that I have
nothing against Mr. Cowles but simply that I have no
Imowledge personally of his particular work, altho
of course I have heard of the excellent work which he
end his brother did together; but whether it was he or
his brother (now deceased) who deserves the credit for it,
I do not know.

- Thanking you again for your full
reply, I remain,

Yours very truly,

CH:AR, ’ %M /@77
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