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“irriu J. Ryan Memorial Meeting

A gathering to pay last tribute to Dr.Harris J. Ryan, who had
passed away om July 3, 1954, was held at the Electrical Club,
Hibiya, Tokyo, Japan, on the evening of Cetober 3rd.

The gathering, sponsored by Dr. Shibusawa of Tokyo Imperial

University, krx. Fawahsara, Stanford 3.K. ‘07, and ¥r. 8. Notomura,

Stanford E.E. '09, was attended by twenty electrical engineers,

composed of Stanford graduates and leading educators from Japansse

universities who had studied under Dr. Ryan.

After dinner together, the group adjourned to a separate
roon'whero a photograph of the late Dr. Ayan was placed in
front of a wreath donated by the Stanford Alumni Association
of Japan. Reminiscences of their days at Stanford were given
by many, in which the greatness of Dr. Ryan as both scientist
and man was brought out. That the electrical industry in Japan,
especially in fields of high voltage, owes a tremendous debt
to him was emphasized. A memorial photograph of the group was’
taken; and after all had éiluntly bowed before the photographiec

‘likeness of Dr. Ryan, as a last trivute, the meeting adjourned
at 10 P. M.
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The list of speakers follow:

Chairman, ¥r. S. Motomura
Prof. ¥. Shibusawa
¥Mr. Y. Pukukita
Prof. T. Hishi
Hr. ¥. ¥Xawahara

3. Yamasaki
Prof. 7. Ohtesuki
Mr. T. Haeda
Hr. T. Jurata
Prof. H. Tsutsumi
Hr. T. Akahira

B. B. '09
'gokyo Imperial University
04

Tokyo Imperial University
Mginearing Coll |
ingineering College

Tokyo Kogyo Daigaku [74( . ./a@“
B. B. '29

Waseda University

Seientific Research laboratory

Prof. R. Usui of Kobe Higher Technical School (B. B. '24)

uu.t a telegram of regret that he could not be present.

The names of those present at the meeting were i-

Mr. T. Akahira
¥r. K. Egami
¥Mr. Y. Pukukita
¥r. Y. Pujimote
Hr. 5. Purai
¥y, T. Hongo

¥r. 5. Imokawa
Er. . ¥Yawara
Mr. ¥oga :
¥r. T. Burata
¥r. T. Mayeda
Mr. T. Mitoma
¥r. 6. Notomura
Prof. £. ¥ishi
Mr. G. Okada
Prof. T. Ohtsuki
Prof. ¥. Shibusawa
Hr. 8. Tsuchiya
Prof. H. Tsutsumi
Hr. 8. Yemasaki
Mr. ¥X. Yoshida

Seientifie Research laboratory
Rising Sun Yetroleum Co.
0j1i Paper Manufacturing Co.

Japan Vietor Talking Machine Co.
Shibaura “ngineering Yorks
Tokyo Hlectric Iight Co.
Teikoku Spring Yorks

Ohm Publishing Ce. ,
Japan Victor Talking imehine Co.
Toyo Otis Hlevator Co.

Hitsui Bussan ¥aisha

Tokyo Imperial University
Tokyo Hlectric Co.

Tokyo Engineering College

Tokyo Imperial University
Electrical Asscciation of Japan
Waseda University

inoshima Blectric Railway Co.
Sanshin Railway Co.



Professor Notoji Shibusawa:

I greet you this cna.tug as one of the sponsors of »
this memorial meeting to the late Dr. Ryan. Having known him
for thirty years and wishing to fully express my gx;iof upon the
lose of this noted scientist to whom the electrical industry in
Japan is so greatly indebted, this gathering was planned.

Since Dr. Ryan himself disliked elaborate, ceremonious affairs,
we gathered together this small group, consisting of electrical
engineering graduates of Stanford and those from our country

who were taught in his laboratory - those who really knew him
and who truly mourned his passing away. Fortunately, practically
all those asked are present and Dr. Ryan's spirit must doubtless

be content.

Thirty years ago, in 1904, after a tour of Iurope,
indending té attend the Yorld's Pair at Ot. Iouis, I stopped over
at that city. There I was appointed juror, representing our
nation. My duties as Juror were not very much, but I had the
opportunity of meeting leading figures from various nations at
the electrical convention which was held in St. louis at that |
time. Among them were Professor Nichols of Cornell University
to whom my former instructor, rrofessor Nakano, had been greatly
indebted. 1 also met rrofessor and Nrs. Ryan who knew Frofessor
Wakano intimetely. This started a frieaduhip which was to
brighten my whole future. In a apeech at the banquet, I said:

"I am here with my grandfather and uncle” and evoked much applause.
It was at this time that 1 became acquainted with those two

Professors.



Prof. Shibusawa (2)

In December, 1905, when 1 reached San Francisco, I wrote to
Professor Ryan, who had transferred his teaching post to
Stanford University, saying that I wished to visit the school.
He urged me to come at once, and upon immediately going, 1

found him hardly settled in his new quarters, which was half

of a tiny house separated by a partition, with the other half
ceccupied by a fellow professor. Although I demurred, he insisted
80 much that I agreed to encroach upon his hospitality. Ilvery
day, upon his ¥ord car -~ the object of his pride and affection =
we went out driving and although it was winter in Japan, we
enjoyed glorious days in the vicinity of 3an Francisco.

There was at the time a movement to exclude Japanese

_ #chool children from the public schools and he earnmestly
explained that this did not show the true spirit of the American
peoples; but only that of ult-:uonag. selfish laborers, and

" that the will of true Americans would prevail in the end.

I can 8till remember him as one who really understood the

Japanese people. The scholarly and quiet manner in whieh he

conducted his researches was admirable.

Since retuming to Japan, I unfailingly introduced to
Dr. Ryan those who were about to visit America to study
high voltage elpctrsoai engineering. The following noted
pretcnorqn of Japanese universities have studied under him:
Frof. Arakawa of Fyushu Imperial miierlity
rYpof. Hishi of Tokye Imperial University

Prof. Tsutumi of Yaseda University
#rof. Nukiyama of Tohoku Imperial University



Prof. Shibusewa (3)

Prof. Usuli  of Kobe Higher Techuical School

Prof., Sato of Hyojum University

Prof. Ohtsuki of Tokyo Englueering University

Several decades age when the great electrical power

transmission network was about to be constructed in this
country, to those who visited America to survey similer systems
and to purchase equipment I gave letters of introduction to
Dr., Rysn and urged them to visit his lesboratory. His hospie
tality to these visitors made such an impressiouv that eévery one
of them, upeon their reture to Japan, came to express their

gratitude and appreciation,

In 1918 snd ajniu ir 1921, I passed through San Fraveisce
asud on both eccasiorns I‘visitod Dr. Ryan to rewew our old
frievdship end became more thar ever indebted to his hospitality.
Thus, I was most anxious to invite him te Japanm ard several years
ago when the Iwadare Foundationm of the Institute of Ileectrical
Engiveers of Japan unanimously agreed that the first noted
scientist to be invited from America wae Dr. Byan, I was the

chairman of ihe reception committee. Uafmria:ntel:. ill health
caused him to cancel the trip. Since then, he recovered, but f
his untimely death prevented our plaus from being reslized,

end I hardly kwow how to express my disappointment and sorrow,

In conclusion, let me repeat - the debt that electrical
Japan owes to the late Dr. Ryan camnot be overestimamted, g
and it was with much sorrow that learved that he is lost to

us forever.
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Mr. Yasunosuke Fukukita

Although I have been asked to attend this evening,
representing the Stanford Alumwi Association, it seems that
I am somewhat out of place in this gathering of electrical
engiveers. However, to have so many of those who received
traivning under “r. Ryan assemble here this evening must surely

gladder his spiris.

I have heard of him often, but have never had the
opporturity of meeting him. However, having heard this
evening from Professor Shibusawa about Dr. Ryawn, and havieg
read his magazine article, I have learned much about him
and what o warmly sympathetic, friendly nrapa_nuty he was.

In America, according to their custom, I wonder
if a similar gathering would be held to mourn the passing of
an educator? It is characteristic of the Japenese that
there is much attachment between student and teacher, snd
a report of this gathering will show not only to those of
Stanford Usiversity, but to all others, that be it tes or
twenty or .thirw years or more, a Japanese does not forget
his gratitude to his teacher. This particular ineidevt is
but another link in the chein binding us in friendship
" between Japsn asd Amerieca.



Trfeeor %m
Immediately after gradusting from the Imperial Univere
sity of Tokyo, I was engaged to teach there and since a high voltage
research room w‘gs completed, from the first I was engaged in
high voltage work and naturally followed Dr. Ryan's work with
keen interest. After Professor Arakaewa of Kyushu had gone
abrond, I was ordered to go in 1919 and came to study under
Pr. Reyn. I had introductions from Professor chibisawa and
My. Touruda, eand was received with great kindness.

Dr. Ryan wished me to continue the line of investiga-
tion I hed been following in my laboratory, saying that he
would like to publish the results in technical journals. He
advised me %o attend leotures te train my hear ing knowledge of
Tngligh,; and also assieted him in his work. I was not of much
ass istance, as Dr, Ryan walked aromid in his wooden shoes, making
clicking sounds on the floor. To messure the voltage distribution
in an insulator string, he used a very simple method. He used
a helix of garden hose filled with water, having equidistantly
spaced spikes for points of contact, for a potentiometer. Instead
of a galvanometer, he connected the cap of insulator tested with
various points on the helix, judging the voltage from the lyerkb
between the connecting wire and the spike. The mest dangerous parts
of the experiment .h' would perform himself, leaving the safe parts
to others. My duty was to toke down dats, turn the lights on
and off. When making readings, Dr. Jyan gave his figures to
three places, which caused me to doubt their accuracy, but when
plotted, the data would give & smooth m. This taught me that
uging very simple devices, he suceeeded in obtainiixz accurate



Prof. Nishi (2)

results. JNoreover, he constructed many of the apparatus
himself, and often I would see him planing a piece of wood.

1 believe this is a significant lesson to those of us in Japan,
who lack research funds. .

Dr. Ryan would often make puns, most of which I ecould
not understand. However, there is one that I can remember.
In front of the high voltage laboratory, there were some
currant bushes. ®ne side had only white flowers, and the
other side had both red and white flowers, to which he referred
as "continuous current” for the former and *alternating current*®

for the latter.

¥rs. Ryan was very kind snd would lead the conversation
into channels where I would feel at home. At one time the
Ryans had some fish and Mrs. Ryan ssked me numerous questions
regarding the varieties and methods of cooking, and I believe
this is the incident to which Dr. Shibusawa referred.
muring a connrui ion about "tansu® (Japanese drcaur“fnr storing
away clothing) she inquired as to the wood used. I knew the
Japanese common name for it « “kiri® -, but not knowing the
inglish equivalent, looked it up in my pocket dictionary and
found the scientific nsme. She immediately recalled that there
was a specimen of that tree in the Arboretun and the next day
1 sew the tree for myself in the very spot she named. That she
took much interest in botany ie proved by this ineident.

T was pt Stenford from January 1920 to the middle of
sugust of the_‘/?sm year, and then went east. DNot being a



Prof. Wishi (8)

prolifie letter writer, after returning to Japan I sent only
my greetings at Christmas. "™his year, when ¥r. Tskshashi was
sent by the Iwadare FPoundation to America, I gave him an
introduction to Ur. Ryan and due to the fact thsat he was the
very first to be invited to Japan by that Foundation, hﬂ
much about the mtlanhu. I wrote but a brief letter w_ ’
introduction, but in ¥arch I received from him a copy et N |
letter he had written to ¥r. Takahashi. According to this
letter, he had given Mr. Tskshashi letters of introduction
to the heads of the electrical engineering department |
of the University of California, snd the California Institute of
Technology. He aleso gave very detailed instructions as to ]
how he should visit various places. This showed, even in' <
his invalided condition, how kind he was in every minute uuu.@,

At the time that he was invited as the first lecturer té\
the Twadare Foundation by the Institute of Tlectrical Engineers :r
Japm. he was overjoyed, but he could not recover his health nﬂi i \

i

declined. Dr. Skinner was then chosen, snd visited Japan. . \ o

A copy of the photograph taken at a garden party to Dr. skinner upen

= R
i
preciation from Mrs. Rysm. This was on May 22, and in that letter |
she snid he was suffering from cerebral hemmorhage, but was mduﬂw

recovering. The csuse of His death was sald to be heart disease, but

that cecasion wae sent to Dr. Rysn and T received a letter of ap-

it was =0 sudden that I was surprised.

| ilthough I cannet say definitely to what extent we
in Japan are indebted to Dry Ray, but his influenece must have
far reaching. To have ymﬁ away without once visiting our
shores is very regrettsble.



Mr. Wasaki Kawsharsa

1 am very proud to have been a atudcni?ff’ot Dr. Ryan.
Thirty years ago, when I was at Stanford, he hadl:?iaust assumned
his teaching post there. Physically small, wmw haired, he
seemed about fifty years of age, and was not imposing in
appearance as some of the other professors. But I learned to
appnehu)hh guidance as the days pund. He always started
his lectures with “Gentlemen* whereas other professors said
"Boye" and at first I had a peculiar feeling of hsﬂu
attained manhood suddenly. I can nmever forget his kindness.
#ith a clessmate from Australia, I constructed a transformer
for uee in electrical steel monufacture. Although, !'hc_'u
extremely busy, he dropped in every day to make suggestions
end when it was completed we received much praise, saying that
the experience derived from sctusl construction was more valuable
then many lectures. For his students he would do anything.

Under Dr. Ryan, we never had en examination. Up to
this time, we suffered from many exsminations, but the worst
was Desceriptive Geometry, taught by a Prof. Fish, who gave
an exsminstion each week. Dr. Ryam said, *I dislike giving .
examinstions. Rather, I try to inspire my students to take
a real interest in what I tesch®. I had hoped to meet him
againy, but I am indeed sad thet this opportunity is gone forever.



¥y, Shiro Yamasakis

| Although I have no connection with Etsnford University,

| I redeived instruotion fyom Professor Rysn at Cornell University
before he went tc Stanford, Although Professor Shibusaws has
inown him for thirty years, I met Dy. Rymn thirty three years
ago in 1901, With the emoeption of a few lapses we continued
corresponding. When Dp, Rysn was in good health, he wrote the
letters himeelf, but for the last few years Xrs, Rysn has taken
over the letter »riting. Dr, snd Mrs. Rysn wewe devoted to each
other and all of thelr letters were signed by both., One ocould
sense the spirit of unity between them, which may have been
strengthened by the fact that they were ohildless. Even their
handwriting was similar. wWithout 2 dow s, Jspanese womanhood
would acelaim this exsmple of perfect hammony,

In the last letter received f¥om Nrs. Rymn, she
#eid,"Dr, Rysn i very weak and ie resting very quietly. The
slightest ezertion tires him and he has stopped making tyips
in his beloved Fowrd car. The acacia blossome are at thelr beet
now and the peach and cherry trees are sbout to bloom, but
he is shut in." Thus, I leamed how fecble he has become,
but 1t was » shoek to heayr that Ne had pasged away on July 3Ird.

In the letters f¥om Dr. Ryan, he wrote a great
R deal sbout Japan, snd the names of Professor Saibusewa and
F Professor Nighi were often mentioned. FProfecsor Nakano has
k) inown him the longest and the next is ¥, Norimaro Takatsujl.
I believe I am the third oldest in lenzth of agquaintance,




Nr. Yemasaki (2)

wighing to study independently, ammed with a Mtﬁ of
introduction from Profescor Nakano, I went to Profeseor Ryan, v
The entyance rules vequired s knowledge of two foreign languages.
Profeseor Rysn inquired,* Of course you wderstand Japsnese?®,
to whish I couldn't very well say "Ne". Next, he asked,"Oan
you read Chinese?, and uwpon snewering in .tha affirmative,
he sald,"Your foreigr language requirements are fulfilled®,
and allowed me o enter the wiversity. It was thirty three
years ago that he taught "Corona” and "Dielectrice" and at
that time I thought it would not smount to mueh. It wae not
until eighteen years later that I realized the need for high
voltage englneoring., When I wrote a thesis on “igh voltage
generation and transmission and also when the projest for hydro-
electric power transmission from Lake Biwe to Osaka was being developed,
under hiu guldsnce I engaged in reseaveh. It was ot this time
that I leamed m_m prineiples of high voltage electrical
engineering.

D2, Ryan was sixty elght years old this year,

At the age of thirty three he was already prefessor.
To have attained the rank of prefessor in his thirtles proved
that he was a geniug and none but a scholar of -peat ability
could have acoem-lished this. Lmst year, when he was to have
vielted Japan as lecturer to the Institute of Fleotrical
tnglneers of Japan, 1 was to have assisted Dr. Shibusawe in the
réoeption comuittee, but because of Dr. Ryan's 1liness we
were wueh ﬁmmn&atw that this t#ip oould not be ranlized.



Professor Hideo Tsutsumi

I went abroad immediately after Professor Nishi. At
this time Dr. Ryan, collaborating with Mr. Wood of the
Southern California Hdison Co., was doing research work in
shields for porcelain insulator strings. Dr. Ryan always
maintained that actual experimental results were more acourate
than those obtained by computation. He said, "The Germans
have a habit of toying with huge iron pipes in their lidbraries.™
This is a remark that we Japsnese should think over seriously.
When I called on Professor Hoover (Mining and Metallurgy),
and saw his laboratory, in conclusion he said with great pride,
“Stanford does nof try to make men with laboratory equipment®™.
These two remarks made a deep impression which remains with

me to this day.

Dr. Ryan drove about a great deal in his automobile,
as has been mentioned already, and I tomn that his car's
license number was in the neighborhood of 58,300. He would
often express himself humorously and nMiu of his automobile,

he referred to it as his suit casé. In it were repair tools, of
course, camera, :ﬁah. and almost everything else. He said,

"I don't have to carry my suit case; on the contrary my suit case
carries me". The story of Altermating "Currant® I ﬁurd from
 Nrs. Ryan.

To have knowa Dr. Ryan is an unforgettable episode of
my life and I cannot fully express my appreciation.



T

Tomio Yurata

I studied from 1928 to 1929 in the Ryan High Voltage
Laboratery, At this time, the high voltage laboratory had
Just been completed and was named after Dr, Ryan. Ag you
know, this great laboratory was provided for Dr, Ryan's research
work by leading electrieal power companies of the country '
who were greatly indebted to him for hie work alemg that line,
The laboratery was well equipped and contained = two millionm
velt transformer and many came to study the enormous twenty
foot arce that were thrown scroes the laberatery by this high
‘veltage,

Having commuted frow San Prancisee, I was in contact with
him only during schoel hours, but I am proud te have been
8 atudent‘of his, He mas tsgttﬁely popular among hie studente,
When hending in reporte, he would accept them as though they were
extremely Valunhle'ald wag courtesy personified, Oftern in
recitation, when a student gave the wrong answer, he would
raﬁark that sltheugh according te puch snd such a theory it
eaéld be so, the gemerally accepted theory was the opposite,
This showed ue the depth and breaﬁth-af hig knowledge,

L&grntng of his paeseing away, =nd thinking back
to my days at Stanford under him and his sympathetic,
thoroughly human character, I hardly know how to express my
grief,



¥r, Tadaghi ¥aeda

1 have been requested to speak as one who
had most receéently studied under Dr, Ryan, Howeéver, I had
little oppertunity to study under him, having attended only
the general seminar where he spoke once a week, I believe Mr,

Yurata ie more gualified for your purpose,



Professor Takashi Ohteuki

After I had completed my studles in Germany, I retumed
by way of Ameriea, stopping at Stanford University to study
wnder Dz, Ryan, Fortunstely, I had letters of introduction
from Profeesor Shibueaws snd Professor Yamasakl and wee received
with great kindness,

As we were sbout to start our work, he said,"America is
composed of = mixture of many nationalities and has no tradition,
Therefore any wodesn device that is of benefit and convenience
to every day existence is utilized. To that end, we make every
effort to plan and devise anything that will make 1ife more
comfortable, Theoretical study ie important, but experimental
reseayoh is the sghortest snd surest way."

I studied under him from the latter part of 1923 to the
middle of the following year and the solentific and epiritual
guidance recelved was indeed gre-t, for which I am grateful.

In his Ford oar, which he referred to ae his movable study,
we went out for drives with Mrs, Ryan, and once we went to the
Redwood Park about sixty miles away. Other profescors of lowesr
rank drove around in more expemsive oarys, but Dy, Ryan preferred
his Ford, seylng no matter where he went, he could find spare
parts for repalr, His home wos amall but comfortable, but he
said that with his Ford, the whole country side Leosme his garden.

-whioh wae gquite =n extension to his home., Thus, he alm avoided

shewinese =nd 1aid styese on practiosbility, a spirit whieh I
have alwaye adsired, In eonclusion, to have lost forever the
opportunity of having him visit Javan 1s a fact that I deeply regret.



My. Takeo Akahira:

Before I first met Professor Ryan on ;uno 8y 1931, théough
what I had read in newspapers and the magazines I was prejudiced
against the American .puplo. Although the people iroro originally
immigrants themselves, they poricouttd Japanese immigrants. I
thought they iatcrfciod too much with oriental affairs. I landed
in San Fmeiteé and with these opinions in my mind the first person
whom I called upon was Professor Ryan, and I wondered if this unusual
personality with such high morsl character could be a typical Americsan.
1 wag particularly impressed with his kindness to Japanese visitors
and had to revise my opinion of the American people. At the same
time I thought that Professor Ryan was a very valuable connecting
link between imerica and Japan. I called on rrofessor Ryan twice;
the first time was at the high voltage research laboratory and the
second was at his hmn. "hen I went to his laboratory he personally
guided me and kindly explained the nature of work carried on there.
That he was a ecareful, gqx;ciu scientist 1 learned from his conversation
and his attitude. After the visit, when I told him what a wonderful
research laboratory it was, he said that when it came to matters ef
wimcu and nunreh the various American electrical companies farxot
that they were competitors and offered much in materials and funds h
educational institutions for research work. This, he said, was an
ideal state of affairs. That this was realized was in no little measure
due to their high regard for mrttier' Ryan. He said cooperation
between those engaged in research and those in sctual practice was a
very fime thing. That Japanese industry made such pmgr«iu in such a
short space of time was due no doubt to similar coeoperation, he said.



When I visited Professor Ryan's home, I met ¥rs. Ryan and
found her to be very kind, and an interesting conversationalist
with & very likeable personality. She took careful care of gifts
received from v.ioners from Japan and had many of them on display.
Among them were a "tansu" (chiffonier) and a sculpture of "hichifuku
Jin* (seven gods of happiness) which she loved to gaze upon. Despite
the fact that Dr. Rysn was a great scientist, there was not even a
single book te be seen in his home. Out in the garden was a ro;md
table, painted white, on which she had written tbrn Japanese charace
ters: "fuku” (happiness), "roku" (fortune), and “ju" (long life).
She was much pleased when I explained the meaning of these characters.
The three of us took a souvenir photograph near it, whieh I baliwn
was published im the "OHK". The Ryans were very much in sympathy
with Japanese and when I met them it was at the time the Tnstitute
of HWlectrieal m‘inura of Japan had invited Dr. Rysn to Japan. 1
told him how eagerly everyome was awaiting their arrival. He said
that he had a very great desire to see Japan, but being in 111 health,
he was forbidden by his physician from msking such & long trip and
was about to send a cablegram decnniné the invitation. I am deeply
disappointed that we could not be fm.orqd B¥ a visit from such a trae
friend of the Japanese.
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’u . ~In conclusion, as one of the spensers of this gathering,
B £ |

I would like to express my sincere appreciation,

I stmﬂ-“ undey Dr, Ryan for feur years "cam:eneing rrﬂ
the fall of uaa Truly we regard him as a parent m. molded
an important ﬁtn of our lives, '

It m- me very happy to have had such a hxgt attendance,
despite the nh. to this gathering in memory of t? late Dr, Kysn,
‘te have heard froa so many of you reminiscences in Qntn of

wu nﬁﬂum eburaetu, and to grieve together the ?u of & great
ktﬂ ttu!m

‘ m: ﬁw “have
mrm.

Pinelly, I unld like te thank ¥y, Pukukita, President
of the Stanford Alumni Aesocistienm of Japan for his presence, and

for the beautiful floral wreath frem that organization, !
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Br., Yotojl Shibusawa
Tokyo Imperial University
72 Barsmachi, Kolsiikawa
Tokyo, Japan

Desr Sir:
Ve sincerely appreciate the report of the Ir. Harris
J. Byen memorisl meeting held in Tokyo, which was sent to us at
your request, It presents in a very vivid manner the deep
feslings of admiration and respect which Dr. Ryan's students
and friends from Japan heve exhibited. _
7ith best regards and best wishes for the New Year,
I am

Sincerely yours,

National Secretary

HHH 2 LMW
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