PHONE BOOTH FOR ORBITING SPACE STATION

This memorandum 18 concerned with a design for
a phone booth on an orbiting space station for a forthcoming
MGM picture to be directed and produced by Stanley Kubrick.

The attached drawing shows the phone booth in a
number of different views. For picturephone communication,
it would be somewhat important that both acoustilical and
visual privacy be insured. Thls has been accompllshed by a
completely enclosed booth with a sliding glass door. The
booth 1s extremely plain in design and should be constructed
from light-welght metals or plastlic. The Bell System seal
should be prominently displayed qn the outside of the booth.
(Some prints of the seal and its dimensions are also attached
to this memorandum.)

The major plece of equipment 1n the booth 1s the
plcturephone itself. This device conslsts of a color tele-
vision screen approximately 2" thick. The camera 1s located
within the screen, and the screen 1n fastened to a sloplng
contoured desk top. Buttons for viewlng self, for one-way
visual transmission, and for scrambling are located on the
more-steeply-sloped portion of the desk. A TOUCHTONEC>set
and a slot for insertion of a credlt charge card are located
on the flat surface of the desk. The floor of the booth

should be carpeted and the walls and celling should be made
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from pleasing materials. The chair swivels to allow the
customer easy access. Controls for moving the chailr up
and down and forward and backward are located on the two
arms. Illumination of the interior of the booth 1s
achieved by celling light panels. If the booth were
placed along the wall of the space statlon, a window 1n
the rear of the booth looking out of the station would be
very good since the other party would then see the customer
with the earth and stars as a background. The booth might
also be placed in a circular fashlon as indicated on the
drawing in the top view. Openings for the milcrophone
and loudspeaker are located on the steeply-sloplng portlon
of the desk. The sound picked ub by the microphone should
not have any reverberancy.

Perhaps the best way to explaln the various
features of the booth is to describe a few typical calls.
The customer approaqhes the booth and, 1f the booth is
vacant, the glass door automatlcally slides open. The
customer enters it, sits down 1n the comfortably-contoured
chair, and makes any necessary adjustments of the chailr.

When he 1s ready to call, he pushes the "
button on the TOUCHTONECDdial. At this point, some indi-
cation must be gilven to the customer that the equipment 1s
ready to accept his call and gilve him service. This might

be done by having a pre-recorded glrl appear on the screen
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and say, "May I be of service, please?" Alternatively,

a Bell System seal might appear on the screen accompanied
by present-day dial tone. Instead of the seal, the screen
might Just light up and gradually change color accompanied
by some appropriate tone. A number of possibllities now
exist for completing the call or for obtalning some other
type of service.

TOUCHTONEC)Call. The customer 1nserts hls magnetic

credit card into the slot on the desk portion of the
plcturephone and then dlals the desired number using
the TOUCHTONECget. The numbers dialed would include
a World Zone Code and the total number of dialed
digits would hopefully be eleven or less depending
on the country called.

Verbal Dialing. The customer inserts the credit

card and verbally gives the desired number, digit
by digit.

Verbal Information Dlaling. If the customer does

not know the called party's number, he verbally
gives the country, state, city, name, and address

of the party. The equlpment then automatically
looks up the number and completed the call. If the
information is not complete enough, a human operator

appears on the screen and requests more detalls.
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"Service Guide." Some sort of world-wide Yellow

Page service should also be provided. This 1s
accomplished by the customer verbally requesting

"Service Guide."

He also gilves country, clty and
type of service desired, 1.e., New York City,
bicycle dealers. A listing in printed form of
the desired category would appear on the face of
the screen. The customer would "thumb" through
the pages by depressing the "3" button on the
TQUCHTONE set. To place the call, the customer
would push the "1" button and dial the desired
number. A

The call would be completed in a fraction of a
second and the screen would change color to indicate that
the called phone was ringing. Some appropriate sound
should also be generated. If the called party were not

there, and had transferred any calls to another number, a

printed message to this effect would appear on the screen,

and the call would automatically be transferred. At the

]

completion of the call, the customer pushes the "off

®
button on the TOUCHTONE set.

A, Michael Noll
9-3-65
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The Bell seal.
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THE BELL SEAL

The Bell seal shown below is the only mark to be used for
identifying the American Telephone & Telegraph Company,
its subsidiaries, and its associated operating telephone
companies, divisions, services and products. It is the
only Bell System seal that should be used in the future.

It has been standardized to promote a single, strong and
accurate symbol of the Bell System. It should be used,
either alone or in a company signature, whenever Bell
System companies, products, and services are identified.
This includes advertising of all kinds, vehicles, buildings,
public telephones, stationery and business forms, external
and internal company publications, directory covers, etc.
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