


Prof.H.B.Smith,
Noted Electrical
Engineer, Dies

Retired Head of Worcester
Polytechniec Dept. Once
3 President of U.S. Institute

On Naval Board in War

Was Descendant of Leader of
SudburyMen at Lexington

Special to the Herald Tribune

WORCESTER, Mass., Feb. 9.—Profes-
sor Harold Bahbitt Smith, retired head
of the department of electrical engi-
neering at Worcester Polytechnic Insti-
tute and former president of the Amer-
ican Institute' of Electrical Engineers,
died here this morning. Professor
Smith, who had been in ill health for
severa! years, was sixty-one years old.

Professor Smith was born in 3arre,
Mass., a descendant of Captain Joseph
Smith, who led the Sudbury men at
Lexington, and of Richard Smith, who

settled at Ipswich, Mass., in 1640. He |

was educated at Cornell TUniversity,
where he received the degree of Me~
chanical Engineer in 1891, after which
he took post-graduate study at Cornell,

He became professor of electrical en-
gineering at the University of Arkansas
in 1892. In 1893 he went to Spring-
field, Mass., as head designer and elec-
trical engineer of the Elektron Manu-
facturing Company.

After a few months at Springfield
he was appointed professor of electrical

| engineering at Purdue TUniversity,

wliere he remained until 1896 as di-
rector of the school of electrical engi-
neering. In 1896 he joined the faculty
of Worcester Polytechnic Institute as
professor of electrical engineering and
head of the department, retiring in
1930.

Professor Smith was electrical engi-
neer, consulting engineer and designer
of the Westinghouse Electric and
M. nufacturing Company at Pittsburgh
since 1905, He was a member of the
American Society of Mechanical Engi-
neers, the Society for the Promotion
of Engineering Education, the Institu~
tion of Electrical Engineers of Great
Britain; and the American Association
for the Advancement of Science. At
the St. Louis Exposition in 1904, he
was chairman of the International
Group Jury of Awards in electrical
engineering.

During the World War, Professor
Smith was an associate member of the
Naval Consulting Board, and consult-
ing engineer with the special board
of the United States Navy on anti-

|| submarine devices, He wrote exten-

sively for engineering publications and
traveled im Europe,—Afriea—and- the
Orient. Professor Smith's fraternities
were Beta Theta Pi, Sigma Xi and Tau
Beta Pi.
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'DR. HAROLDB. SMITH,

EDUGATOR, IS DEAD

For 35 Years Was Head of
Electrical Engineering at
Worcester Polytechnic.

ON WESTINGHOUSE STAFF

Aided Company in Research—Held
Many Patents and Was Former
Head of Engineers’ Group.

WORCESTER, Mass., Feb. 9 ().—
Dr. Harold B. Smith, for thirty-five
years head of the Department of Elec-
trical Engineering of Worcester Poly-
technic Institute and former presi-
dent of the American Institute of
Electrical Engineers, died here this
morning. He was 62 years old.

He had been in poor health for sev-
eral years. He retired from the in-
stitute faculty in 1930.

He was a member of the Worcester
Economic Club, Cornell Club of New
England and Cornell Club of New
York.

Professor Harold Babbitt Smith
was one of the nation’s leading elec-
trical engineers. He was president

| of the American Institute of Electri-

cal Engineers in 1929-30. Since 1905
he had been an engineer on the re-
search staff of the Westinghouse
Electric and Manufacturing Com-
pany.

Born in Barre, Mass., on May 23,

: 1869, he was the son of Samuel Fran-

cis and Julia Asenath Babbitt Smith.
He was graduated from Cornell Uni-
versity as a mechanical engineer in
1891 and engaged in post-graduate

studies there for two years. In 1892
he became Professor of Electrical
Engineering, in charge of the depart-
ment, at the University of Kansas.
In 1893, Professor Smith became

‘| head designer and electrical engineer

for the Elektron Manufacturing Com-
pany of Springfield, Mass. In the
same year he became Professor of
Electrical Engineering at Purdue
University and director of its schoo!
of electrical engineering, remaining
Q,lg,tt'_g _until 1896, when he took up his
pos >
practiced privately as a consulting
engineer.

In 1905 Professor Smith became en-
gineer and designer for the Westing-
house company, holding those posts

| until 1913, when he became a con-
| sulting engineer for the company.

An innovator in the development of
high-voltage power transmissions and
equipment, Professor Smith carried

| on long research having to do with

advanced conceptions of dielectric
phenomena and stress distribution,

He held many patents. He was also |-
concerned with the design of direct-|:

current generators and motors and

'| alternating current transformers.

At the St. Louis Exposition in 1904
Professor Smith was chairman of
the International Group, Jury of
Awards in Electrical Engineering.
In 1917-18 he was an associate mem-
ber of the Naval Consulting Board
and consultant of the special board
of the navy on anti-submarine re-
search. He traveled extensively in
the interest of his profession in
Europe and wrote many technical
papers.

Professor Smith became an asso-

| ciate member of the American Insti-

tute of Electrical Engineers in 1891,
a member in 1901, a fellow in 1913,
a director in 1920, vice president in
1924 and president in 1929. He was
chairman of the sections committee
in 1924-27 and at various times was
a member or head of other commit-
tees.

+ He was a member of the American |

Engineering Council, 1930-32, and be-
longed also to the American Society
of Mechanical Engineers, the British
Institution of Electrical Engineers,
the Society for the Promotion of
Adult Education, American Associa-
tion for the Advancement of Science,
Sigma Xi, Tau Beta Pi, Beta Theta
Pi and the Society for the Promotion
of Engineering Education.
Professor Smith was twice married.
His first wife, the former Miss Laura
Bertha Smith of Ithaca, whom he
married in 1894, died some years ago.
In 1911 he married Miss Persis H.
Smith of New York, Their mar-
riage ended in a divorce in 1930. He
is survived by three children, Miss
P. Nancy, Miss Margaret S. and
Richard S. Smith, all of New York.
A funeral service will be held at
the First TUnitarian Church of
Worcester tomorrow morning at 10
o’clock. Burial will be in Worcester.

at Worcester. In 1893 he also|-
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HAROLDB. SWITH,
ENGINEER, DEAD,

Worcester Tech Professor
Was 62 Years 0ld.

LONG A LEADER IN HIS CALLING

Served as President of Institute
of Electrical Engineers.

WORCESTER, Mass., Feb. 9 (A.
P, —Dr. Harnld B. Smith, 62 years
old, for thirty-five years head of the
department of electrical engineering
at the Worcester Polytechnic Insti-
tute and a former president of the
American Institute of Electrical En-
gineers, died here today. |

He had been in poor health for
geveral years. He retired from the
Tech faculty in 1930. He was born
in Barre on May 26, 1869. He was
graduated from Cornell in 1891 as a
mechanical engineer.

He was professor and head of the
department of electrical engineering
at the University of Arkansas in

1892, professor of electrical engineer- |-

ing at Purdue University from 1893

. to 1896 and professor of electrical
engineering and head of the depart-
ment at Worcester Tech until his re-
tirement.

Prof. Smith was a director of the
American Institute of Electrical En-
gineers from 1919 to 1926, its vice-
president from 1926 to 1928 and its
president from 1929 to 1930. He was
a2 member of Sigma Xi, Beta Kappa
Pi and the American Soclety of Me-
chanical Engineering, honorary
member of the Tau Beta Pi and Pi
Gamma Mu and fellow of the Amer-
jcan Association for the Advance-
ment of Science. He was chairman
of the international group jury of
awards in electric lighting at the St.
Louis Exposition of 1904.

He was a member of the Worcester
Toonomiecs Club, the Cornell Club of
New England and the Cornell Club
of New York.
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OR. HAROLD SMITH

DIESINWORCESTER

Was Former President of Amer-
ican Institute of Electrical
Engineers

MANY YEARS AN EDUCATOR

WORCESTER, Mass., Feb. 9 (#£)—Dr.
Harold B, Smith, sixty-two, for thirty-
five years head of the department of
electrical engineering of Worcester Poly-
technic Institute and a former presi-
dent of the American Institute of Elec-
trical Engineers, died here today.

He had been in poor health for sev-
eral years. He retired from the insti-
tute’s faculty in 1930. He was born in
Barre, May 26, 1869. He was graduated
from Cornell in 1891 as. mechanical]
engineer.

. He was professor of electrical engi-
neering and head of that department of

the University of Arkansas, Fayette- 1
ville, in 1892, professor of electrical
engineering at Purdue University, La=
fayette, Ind., from 1893 to 1896 and
professor of electrical engineering and | v
head of that department of Worcester|S
Tech until his retirement. i

Professor Smith was a director of the
American Institute of Electrical Engi-
neers from 1919 to 1926, its vice-presi-
dent, 1926-1928, and its president, 1929~
1930. He was & member of the Sigma
Xi, Beta Kappa Pi and American So=| I
ciety of Mechanical Engineering, hon-
orary member of the Tau Beta Pi and
Pi Gamma Mu and fellow of the Amer-
ican Association for the Advancement
of Science. He was chairman of the
international group, jury of awards in
electric lighting, at the St. Louis Ex~/|
position of 1904. He was a member of
the Worcester Economic Club, Cornell
Club of New England and Cornell Club
of New York.
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